
Teacher’s Devotional
Can you name three ways in which information technology has
changed your life in the past few years? Searching the Internet is now
so common that “to google” has become a verb. Access to news and
information is available even on our phones. We can talk with nearly
anyone, anywhere. There’s an expert readily available for nearly any
project! Although information is now easy to gain, wisdom is still more
rare: No matter the technology, only God’s Word even begins to give us 
the foundation of wisdom we need!

To help yourself and your kids hone in on the powerful and vital truths of God’s Word, take stock of your own “Bible information high-
way.” In what life situations have Bible stories or verses carried you through difficult days? Guided you when there seemed no path?
What new understandings have you gained recently through this “living and powerful” book? Write them down—they’re important!

While the children in your class vary in their skill levels, they are all moving toward mastery of reading and comprehension (even if
they never read actual paper-and-ink books). Of all the information to which they have access, they mainly need the firm foundation
the Bible has to offer them. It’s more than information; it is the key to transformation! Take this opportunity to fan the flame of love for
God’s Word. Tell about times and ways in which His Word has shown you how to deal with a problem. Invite them to tell favorite verses
or stories and about times when God used His Word to help them. Pray that the Holy Spirit will use this time to stir up love—both yours
and your children’s—for God’s Word, love that motivates us to build our lives on the rock of His truth! 

Lesson 3

wise and foolish builders
Matthew 7:24-27

God’s Word
“Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.”

James 1:22
For Younger Children:

“Obey God’s Word.” 

God’s Word & Me
The way to have wisdom and confidenceis to obey God’s commands.  

Obey the
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Planning Page
Choose which centers you will provide and the order in which children will participate in them (see pp. 14-18 for sched-
ule tips and pp. 24-25 for guidelines in combining older and younger children). Also plan who will lead each center (for
staffing tips see pp. 19-21). Use the reproducible planning sheet (p. 238) to record your plans.

Bible Story Center

Bible Story
Wise and Foolish Builders • Matthew 7:24-27

Adventure Box (Younger Child)
Use props (flat rock, rectangular cake pan containing 
a shallow layer of sand, a small box or a toy house, 

cup of water) to demonstrate story action

Adventure Box (Older Child)
Children use props (flat rock, rectangular cake pan 

containing a shallow layer of sand, a small box or a toy
house, cup of water) to demonstrate story action

Game Center

Younger Child Option 
Follow instructions while walking on a large house shape

and talk about ways to follow instructions in the Bible

Materials

Bible, masking tape, rain stick or rhythm instrument

Older Child Option
Play a game with rainforest “bugs” to review

James 1:22 and talk about ways to obey God’s Word

Materials

Bible, Lesson 3 Pattern Page (p. 84), scissors, 
four flat rocks, markers, long length of yarn

Art Center

Younger Child Option
Make “rain” pictures to talk about the Bible 

story and tell ways to obey God’s Word

Materials

Bible, white card stock, plastic tablecloths, washable
markers, several spray bottles filled with water

Older Child Option
Draw chalk pictures of Bible story events 
and talk about times to obey God’s Word

Materials 

Bible, broom, sidewalk chalk, several cups of water

Coloring/Puzzle Center

Younger Child Option 
Review the Bible story while completing coloring page 

Materials

Lesson 3 Coloring Page (p. 85) for each child, crayons

Older Child Option
Review the Bible story while completing puzzle page 

Materials

Lesson 3 Puzzle Page (p. 86) for each child, pencils

Worship Center

For the Younger and Older Child
Participate in large-group activities to review 

Bible verse and to worship God together

Materials

Bibles, Parable Quest CD-ROM and CD player, 
Lesson 3 Pattern Page (p. 84), song charts (pp. 248, 254), 

inflated balloon or ball, box or other container, scratch paper
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Bonus Theme Ideas
Bonus Theme Ideas can be used at any time during this session: as an additional activity center, to extend the session
for a longer time, or for added theme excitement. 

Cool Orange Balls

Mix together 1 1⁄8 cup crushed vanilla wafers, 3⁄4 cup unsweetened coconut

flakes, 3⁄4 cup confectioners’ sugar and 3 ounces (90 ml.) thawed orange

juice concentrate. Place 1⁄3 cup confectioners’ sugar into several disposable

bowls. Children wipe hands with disposable wipes. Give each child a ½

cup of the mixture. Children form 1-inch (2.5-cm) balls and roll balls in

the confectioners’ sugar before eating these treats made with foods from

the rainforest (orange, vanilla, coconut).

Rainforest Mural
Using sidewalk chalk, children draw large rainforest scenes (vines, trees,

river, animals, etc.)on sidewalk or blacktop area in church playground

area. If going outdoors is not an option, children may draw scenes on

butcher paper tape to floor. 

Make Your Own Insect Buzz

Provide a 9- to 11-inch (23- to 28-cm) balloon and a ¼-inch (0.6-cm) hex nut

for each child. Child places hex nut into the balloon, making sure nut is inserted

all the way into the balloon. Blow up the balloon and tie it shut. (Adults blow up

balloons for preschoolers.) Child holds onto the balloon and swings it around in

a circle so that the hex nut rolls around the inside of the balloon. Listen up to the

rainforest buzz!

Post a note alerting parents
to the use of food. Also, check

registration forms
for possible food
allergies.
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Bible Story Center for younger children • Matthew 7:24-27

Introduction
Welcome your rainforest explorers by asking them all to imitate you in making
storm sounds (pat knees for rain, stomp feet for thunder, clap once for light-
ning, etc.). In the rainforest, it is very wet and rainy. You all are very
good at making rain sounds! What do you think our story might
be about today? Then show Adventure Box. What do you think is in
our Adventure Box today? Let’s find out! Untie box. Remove items
from box and use them to demonstrate story action as you tell the story. 

Tell the Story
One day Jesus told a story about building a house. He said, “A wise man
built his house on a strong rock.” (Show cake pan. Move sand aside and then
lay rock on pan. Set house on rock.) 

Then Jesus said a very surprising thing to His friends! He said, “Then the rain came. The winds blew!
The water in the river came up higher and higher.” (Children make rain sounds, wind sounds and thunder 
sounds as you pour some water over house set on rock, shake pan slightly.)

“All these things happened, but the house did not fall down. It did not fall down because it was built on strong rock. This wise man is like
a person who listens to Me and obeys My words.

“But,” said Jesus, “another man built a house. He was a foolish man.” (Pour water as needed onto sand. Invite children to feel wet sand in
pan and then set house on sand.) 

Jesus went on. “This man was foolish because he built his house on the sand. But then, the rain came. The winds blew! The water in the
river came up higher and higher.” (Children make rain sounds, wind sounds and thunder sounds as you pour more water over house on sand,
shake pan slightly.)

Jesus said, “The house on the sand FELL DOWN. That house wasn’t built on something strong. The house is like a person who hears
My words, but won’t follow them. That person is like this foolish man.” 

Jesus told this story to help people learn how important it is to obey Jesus’ words. Jesus’ words are true and help people know the best
way to live.

God’s Word & Me
A person who listens to Jesus and does what He says is like the man who
built his house on a big rock. The Bible tells us, “Obey God’s Word.” God’s
Word is like the big, strong rock. When trouble comes, we are safe if we
believe and obey God’s Word. We can read God’s Word in the Bible. Pray,
Dear God, thank You for the Bible. Please help us to listen and to obey
Your Word. In Jesus’ name, amen.

Lesson 3
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Obey the

word

In a cardboard or wooden box labeled
“Adventure,” place a Bible, a flat rock, 
a rectangular cake pan containing a
shallow layer of sand and a small box
or a toy house. Set a cup of water near
you. Tie rope or brown yarn aroundthe box or crate. 

Adventure Box
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Bible Story Center for older children • Matthew 7:24-27

Introduction
Where do you think is the best place to live: the beach, the moun-
tain, the country or the city? When I give the signal, if you would
choose the beach, stand up and make waves with your hands. If
you would choose the mountains, make a triangle with your arms
and hands. If you would choose the city, stand and reach up high.
If you would rather live in the wide-open country, spread your
arms out to the side. Ready? Go! Remind children of actions as needed.
Now look around—we can see who chose what, and we all look
pretty funny! Today we’ll hear a story Jesus told about choosing
where to build a house! 

What do you think is in our Adventure Box today? Let’s find
out! Untie box. Remove items from box and let children use them to
demonstrate story action as you tell the story.

Tell the Story
While Jesus lived on Earth, He told His friends many important things about God. But sometimes those important things were hard for
Jesus’ friends to understand! So to help them understand what He was saying, Jesus would often tell His friends a story. 

One of Jesus’ stories, which are sometimes called parables, was about two men who built two houses.

(Show cake pan. Child moves sand aside and then lays rock on pan. Child sets one house on rock, smooths out sand and then sets other house
on sand.) 

Now both of these houses were just ordinary houses—they were pretty much alike, with mud walls and a roof made of sticks and
grass and more mud. Both houses had windows and a door. The only thing that was different about these two houses was the PLACE
each one was built.  

One man decided to build his family’s house on a beach beside a river. The land was flat and open. The soil was soft and sandy. It proba-
bly would be a good place for building sand castles whenever they wanted! To this man, it seemed like the perfect place to build a house! 

The other man decided to build his family’s house on a very big, flat rock near the river. It was not as easy as building a house on the
low, flat sand. It probably took more work to drag the materials up onto that rock and more time to build. But the man had a good 
reason for building on the rock. Why do you think he might have wanted to build his house on a rock? 

(Ask a volunteer to slowly begin to pour a little water over houses. Invite another volunteer to shake cake pan slightly.) 

Soon both families were living in their houses. And both houses seemed to be fine. But then rain began to fall. It fell hard and steady for
days and days. The wind blew and BLEW; in fact, the wind blew SO hard that it seemed as if the walls of those houses would fall right
DOWN! When the water rose from all that rain, what do you think happened to the sandy soil? (Invite children to touch wet sand.)

Well, the sandy soil started to wash away down the river. The sturdy walls of the house had NOTHING to stand on! The family must
have heard the walls groaning and creaking. Perhaps they ran outside just in time to see their new house go CRASH! SMASH! THUD!!
And there was no more house—only a broken mess!

But the house built on the rock just SAT there during the entire storm—which is exactly what a house is SUPPOSED to do! You see, that
rock wouldn’t wash away when the storm came. It didn’t slip or slide or crumble. It just stayed solid and firm! And because the rock was
solid, that house stood and the family was protected! 

Lesson 3
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In a cardboard or wooden box labeled
“Adventure,” place a Bible, a flat rock, 
a rectangular cake pan containing a
shallow layer of sand and two small
boxes or toy houses. Set a cup of water
nearby. Tie rope or brown yarn around
the box or crate. 

Adventure Box
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Then Jesus explained, “A person who listens to Me and obeys Me is like that wise man who build his house on the rock. When trouble
comes, that person won’t fall apart, because he or she is protected. My Word is like a solid rock!” 

“But someone who listens to Me and does NOT obey is like the foolish man who built a house on the sand. When troubles come to that
person, his or her life will fall apart because it is not built on obeying the things I have told you.” 

Jesus told this story to help His friends learn how important it is to obey God’s Word. 

God’s Word & Me
Listening to Jesus and obeying His Word are STILL important. Just like 
a house built on a big, strong, rock stays safe in a storm, obeying Jesus
helps us stay safe when trouble comes. We can depend on Him to help us
know what to do and to care for us when we have problems or worries.
Paying attention to God’s Word and obeying it helps us know the very
best way to live.

• What are some problems or worries a kid might have? (Getting lost. Parents divorce. Not having friends at school.) How
might God’s Word help a kid in those circumstances? (Help him or her know what to do. Remind kid of God’s promises and
to pray to Him.)

• What does James 1:22 say to do with God’s Word? Invite a child to read the verse aloud. Why do you think the verse
says, “Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says”? Do you think some people
were listening but not obeying? 

• Think of a time when you can hear or read God’s Word. Then think of a time you need God’s help in obeying. 
Pray with children, asking God to help them obey His Word and instead of hearing and forgetting it.  

Lesson 3
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Game Center for younger children • Matthew 7:24-27

Collect
Bible, masking tape, rain stick or rhythm instrument; optional—
painter’s tape in several colors. 

Prepare
Tape a large simple house shape on the floor, making each line at least 5
feet (1.5 m) long. Make a house shape for each group of eight children.

Do
1. Children line up near house shape and at your signal begin walking
on the lines of the house. While children are walking, occasionally
shake rain stick or rhythm instrument to represent the sound of rain.
When children hear the “rain,” they fall to the ground. 

2. For each round, suggest a different way of walking on the lines:
tip-toe, giant steps, squat and walk like a duck, turn sideways and
walk, backwards and heel-to-toe. 

Talk About
• Jesus told a story about two men who built a house. 
The story helps us know how important it is to follow 
the instructions in God’s Word, the Bible. Let’s follow
some instructions in our game today.

• Ella, you are tiptoeing just like I said to do. Thank you.
And you are being careful not to bump into Anna while
you are walking. You are obeying God’s Word when you
are kind. 

• The Bible says, “Obey God’s Word.” God’s Word helps 
us know good things to do. Let’s be kind and high five a
friend on either side of us.

• Pray briefly, Dear God, thank You for giving us the Bible. 
Please help us obey it. In Jesus’ name, amen. 

For Older Children
Collect several beanbags and/or small balls. To play the game, children stand in different places on the lines of the house shape. Chil-
dren toss beanbag or ball to each other, calling out numbers in order. Tell children to remember the numbers they called out. After re-
peating several times, call out “Mix up!” Children scramble to change places and then toss beanbag or ball again, following the same
numbered order as before. Repeat several times. To create more challenge, add additional beanbags or balls.
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God’s Word
“Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.”

James 1:22
For Younger Children:

“Obey God’s Word.” 

God’s Word & Me
The way to have wisdom and confidenceis to obey God’s commands.  
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Game Center for older children • Matthew 7:24-27

Collect
Bible, Lesson 3 Pattern Page (p. 84), scissors, four flat rocks, markers,
long length of yarn.

Prepare
Make two copies of Lesson 3 Pattern Page, making each copy on a dif-
ferent color of paper. Cut cards apart. To make rainforest “bugs,” draw
a line, face and dots on each rock, making one dot on two rocks and
two dots on two rocks. (For more than two teams, make additional
sets of cards and “bugs.”)

Do
1. Children form two teams with up to eight children each and line up
on one side of the room. Form a yarn circle near the teams. Place all verse cards
across the room. Assign each team one color of cards and give each team two
“bugs” (one with one dot and one with two dots).

2. At your signal, first player on each team tosses the rainforest bugs into the circle.
Player adds up the number of dots showing. Player runs across the room, collects
that number of verse cards and brings cards back to his or her team. As play con-
tinues, teams assemble cards in verse order. Game ends when both teams have
assembled the cards correctly.

Talk About
• In the game we played today, you needed to follow instructions.
Why were you willing to follow these instructions? (Wanted to finish
the game.)

• When might it be hard for kids your age to listen to instructions? (They think they know what to do. They don’t like
others telling them what to do.) When are some times bad things might happen if a kid listens to but doesn’t follow
instructions? (Can’t find an important book for school. Miss out on a party because can’t find the right house. Get a bad grade on
test because don’t follow instructions.)

• Our Bible verse today reminds us that the Bible, God’s Word, is full of really important instructions for us to listen
to AND obey. Ask a child to read James 1:22 aloud. What’s the main idea of this verse? (Listening to God’s Word and doing
what is says.)

• What is something in the Bible you’ve read and obeyed? Tell your own answer to this question. Lead children in prayer, thank-
ing God for the Bible and asking His help in obeying. (Optional: Invite volunteers to tell specific instructions they need God’s help to obey.)

For Younger Children
Children play game by following your instructions to take turns tossing “bugs” into circle and counting the number of dots shown.

Lesson 3
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God’s Word
“Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.”

James 1:22
For Younger Children:

“Obey God’s Word.” 

God’s Word & Me
The way to have wisdom and confidenceis to obey God’s commands.  
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Art Center for younger children • Matthew 7:24-27

Collect
Bible, white card stock, plastic tablecloths, washable markers, several
spray bottles filled with water.  

Prepare
Cover tables with plastic tablecloths.

Do
1. Give each child a sheet of card stock. Child draws picture or designs
on card stock. 

2. Children take turns using spray bottles to make “rain” fall on their
papers. (Optional: Children spray papers outdoors.) Children observe
how the colors run together to make interesting paintings.

3. Set aside wet paintings to dry.

Talk About
• Let’s make it rain on our pictures today! What good
things can you do when you make rain paintings? (Take
turns to use the spray bottle. Share markers.) 

• In our Bible story today Jesus told a story about a rain-
storm. When it rained, a house that was built on the sand
fell down. The builder had not followed good building in-
structions. Jesus told this story so that we would remember
to obey God’s instructions that we read in the Bible. 

• One good thing the Bible tells us to do is to be kind. What
is a way you can be kind to the people in your family? (Let
someone have first choice.) Pray briefly, Thank You, God, for the
Bible. Please help us to obey Your instructions. In Jesus’
name, amen.

For Older Children
Tape four or more sheets of card stock together. Turn over the card stock and let pairs of children work together to draw a group picture
or design for their rain paintings. 

Lesson 3
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God’s Word
“Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.”

James 1:22
For Younger Children:

“Obey God’s Word.” 

God’s Word & Me
The way to have wisdom and confidenceis to obey God’s commands.  
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Art Center for older children • Matthew 7:24-27

Collect
Bible, broom, sidewalk chalk, several cups of water. 

Prepare
Sweep pavement outdoors allowing approximately one square foot in
which each child may draw. (Optional: If you have more than one
broom, children sweep pavement before drawing.)

Do
1. (Optional: If children have not heard the Bible story, read Matthew
7:24-27 aloud.) Lead children in brainstorming different scenes of this
parable. Each child chooses a scene to draw. 

2. Each child dips a piece of chalk in water and draws a geometric
shape in which to draw. Shapes should be at least 1 ft (30.5 cm) in size.

3. Dipping chalk into water frequently, children draw scenes. Encourage
children to fill in the shapes as much as possible. 

Talk About
• If Jesus were telling this parable today, what are some other
things the two men might have been building instead of a
house? (A shopping mall. A skyscraper.) What reasons can you
think of for following instructions? How many reasons can
you think of?

• Ask a child to read James 1:22 aloud. What are the two kinds of
people who are described in this verse? (Someone who listens but
doesn’t obey. Someone who obeys.) 

• Think about which kind of person you are most like. Pray,
asking God’s help in listening and obeying His instructions in the Bible.

For Younger Children
Children draw houses with chalk. 
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God’s Word
“Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.”

James 1:22
For Younger Children:

“Obey God’s Word.” 

God’s Word & Me
The way to have wisdom and confidenceis to obey God’s commands.  
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Worship Center Matthew 7:24-27

Collect
Bibles, Parable Quest CD-ROM and CD player, Lesson 3 Pattern Page 
(p. 84), song charts (pp. 248, 254), inflated balloon or ball, box or other
container, scratch paper.

Preparation
Copy Pattern Page and cut apart to make at least two sets of verse
cards. (Optional: Use cards from Game Center for Older Children.)

Team Game
Bat balloon or gently toss ball to children. (Optional: Children stand or
sit in large circle.) Child who catches balloon or ball tells first word that
comes to his or her mind when hearing the word “rain.” Continue ac-
tivity, each time calling out a different word such as “sand,” “house,” 
“rock,” “wise,” “fall,” “build” and “foolish.” 

Bible Verse Game
Repeat James 1:22 aloud with children. Then place a box at the front of the
room. Divide group into at least two teams of up to eight children each and
place a set of verse cards for each team by the box. Children on each team take
turns crumpling scratch paper into paper balls and tossing balls into the box.
Each time a child gets a paper ball in the box, he or she collects a card for his or
her team. When team has collected a complete set of verse cards, team mem-
bers work together to put them in verse order.

Song
You, or another leader, lead children in singing “All of the Time,” adding 
motions and/or clapping if desired. 

Prayer 
Psalm 119:133 was written as a prayer to God, asking His help in obeying His Word. Let’s pray it together today.
Lead children in prayer, by reading this verse, or asking a child to read it aloud. 

Song
You, or another leader, lead children in singing “Wise Up!” adding motions and/or clapping if desired. 

Lesson 3
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God’s Word
“Do not merely listen to the word, and so deceive yourselves. Do what it says.”

James 1:22
For Younger Children:

“Obey God’s Word.” 

God’s Word & Me
The way to have wisdom and confidenceis to obey God’s commands.  
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“Do not merely listen

to the word, and

so deceive yourselves. Do 

what it says.” James 1:22

Lesson 3 • Pattern Page
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Coloring/Puzzle Center • Lesson 3

© 2010 Gospel Light. Permission to photocopy granted to original purchaser only. Parable Quest

85

Je
su

s 
te

ac
he

s 
ab

ou
t 

th
e 

w
ise

 a
nd

 fo
ol

ish
 m

en
. 

M
at

th
ew

 7
:2

4
-2

7

Lesson 3:Layout 1  11/2/09  2:32 PM  Page 85



Lesson 3 • Coloring/Puzzle Center
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Someone who doesn’t
listen—

What sheep wear—

What trees become—

What isn’t narrow—

Someone who listens
and does God’s
commands!

What’s a
command you

want to obey?

JDMORNPOLTAMBEWRCENLDYELF IGSHTIEHNJTKOA

TLHMENWOOLRBDS .  .  .  DMOJWGHNAQTWIOTASJARY PSC

“_______   ______   _____________   _______________   ______   _____

__________ . . . _____   _________   ______   _________.”

• • • • •
• • • • • •

FROM FOOL to WISE! 
First, use the clues below to change “fool” to “wise.” Then, start at the dot to circle every other letter. Write the circled letters below to read
what James has to say about being wise! (The dots show where words start.)
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