
Teacher’s Devotional
What things make a person successful in the eyes of our culture? Fame?
Beauty? Wealth? Intelligence? A full schedule? In a recent interview, a
handsome, successful, intelligent, wealthy young actor freely admitted
that he had no idea what he was doing; he said that his fame made
him more insecure and that his wealth left him feeling empty. He had
great insight—though he had no solutions to his problems, he could
certainly define them! 

Would we be as insightful? It’s easy for us to think that we need to gain success by having more stuff, more social connections or
more entertainment. We are desperately seeking to fill that God-shaped void inside us. Like the man in Jesus’ story, we can think that
even more places to store our stuff will improve our lives. Yet we all know this is not true! 

The biblical message for the young man and for ourselves is that nothing here ultimately satisfies us outside of Christ Himself. We were
not made for this world but for another world. The good news is that Jesus has made Himself known. He longs for us to know the Fa-
ther intimately! Seeking God is not some esoteric spiritual experience reserved for a few: It is the normal course of events for a person
passionately in love! As we look expectantly for His hand in events, as we pay attention to His Word for direction and spend more time
alone with Him, the constant chatter of our world fades; we become more and more able to hear His still, small voice and to know the
truly satisfying nature of seeking and abiding in Him.      

Lesson 9

Rich Fool
Luke 12:13-21

God’s Word
“I seek you with all my heart; do notlet me stray from your commands.” 

Psalm 119:10
For Younger Children:

“I love you with all my heart. 
Help me obey you.”

God’s Word & Me
When we love God more than anything, we spend our time getting to know Him. 

get  to

know god
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Planning Page
Choose which centers you will provide and the order in which children will participate in them (see pp. 14-18 for sched-
ule tips and pp. 24-25 for guidelines in combining older and younger children). Also plan who will lead each center (for
staffing tips see pp. 19-21). Use the reproducible planning sheet (p. 238) to record your plans.

Bible Story Center

Bible Story
Rich Fool • Luke 12:13-21

Adventure Box (Younger Child)
Use props (resealable bag containing grain [rice, oats or
wheat], a child’s toy barn [or blocks you can use to build 

a small barn] and a toy person representing 
a farmer) to demonstrate story action

Adventure Box (Older Child)
Use props (resealable bag containing grain [rice, oats or wheat]

and a set of interlocking blocks) to demonstrate story action

Game Center

Younger Child Option 
Play a game to build a barn and talk about showing 

our love for God by thanking Him for good things

Materials

Bible, masking tape, cardboard or wooden blocks

Older Child Option
Play a game like Freeze Tag, repeating 

Psalm 119:110 when tagged, and then talk about 
ways kids show they want to love and obey God

Materials

Bible

Art Center

Younger Child Option
Make craft-stick frames with pictures that tell of love for God

Materials

Bible, Lesson 9 Pattern Page (p. 168), 
four craft sticks, card stock, markers, 

glue, 18-inch (45.5-cm) lengths of yarn

Older Child Option
Make magnetic phrases about the 
importance of getting to know God 

Materials 

Bible, 1½x2-inch (3.8x5-cm) pieces of colored 
construction paper, thin-tip markers or pens, 

scissors, ½-inch (1.3-cm) magnetic tape, envelopes

Coloring/Puzzle Center

Younger Child Option 
Review the Bible story while completing coloring page 

Materials

Lesson 9 Coloring Page (p. 169) for each child, crayons

Older Child Option
Review Psalm 119:10 while completing puzzle page 

Materials

Lesson 9 Puzzle Page (p. 170) for each child, pencils

Worship Center

For the Younger and Older Child
Participate in large-group activities to review 

Bible verse and to worship God together

Materials

Bibles, Parable Quest CD-ROM and CD player, 
song charts (pp. 246, 254), plastic banana
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Bonus Theme Ideas
Bonus Theme Ideas can be used at any time during this session: as an additional activity center, to extend the session
for a longer time, or for added theme excitement. 

Rainforest Bug Game

In advance, purchase a variety of small toy plastic bugs. (Optional: Make

copies of bugs from p. 237.) Form even teams of two to six children. Give each

team a container or bag. Scatter bugs around the floor of the room (or around

an outdoor playground). Slowly count aloud to 30 or use the clock to see which

team can gather the most bugs and put them in their container or bag. To in-

crease the challenge, add a rule that each player can only pick up or hold one

bug at a time. (Optional: For greater challenge, children remove socks and

shoes and pick up bugs with toes.) Repeat as time permits. 

Hummingbird Flap

Explain to children that hummingbirds are one of the birds that live

in the rainforest and that these birds can flap their wings more than

2,400 times in a minute. Then challenge children to see how many

times they can flap their arms in 60 seconds. Use a clock or watch

with secondhand to help children keep time.  

Colorful Snacks

Serve one or more of these colorful snacks to remind your children of the

brilliant colors in the rainforest: colored fish crackers, rainbow sherbet or

Rainbow Vanilla Wafers�. 

Post a note alerting parents
to the use of food. Also, check

registration forms
for possible food
allergies.
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Bible Story Center for younger children • Luke 12:13-21

Introduction
Welcome your rainforest explorers by saying Today, let’s all pretend to be
rainforest explorers. Lead children on an imaginary walk, stepping over
logs, marching down paths, stomping in water, tiptoeing past snakes, etc.
Then show Adventure Box. What do you think is in our Adventure
Box today? Let’s find out! Untie box. Remove items from box and use
them to demonstrate story action as you tell the story and/or lead children
in suggested motions. 

Tell the Story
One day Jesus was teaching a big crowd of people. In that crowd was a
man who wanted his brother to give him some money. The man even
wanted Jesus to tell his brother to give him the money. 

Jesus knew that this man was greedy. When you’re greedy, it means you think money is more impor-
tant than anything else in the world! But Jesus wanted the man and the rest of the people in the crowd to know that money and things
are not more important than God. So Jesus told them a story.

“There was a farmer who had planted grain. (Pretend to scatter seeds.) Now, his fields had grown a lot of grain. In fact, the farmer had
so much extra grain that his barns could not hold any more. They were FULL! (Make a big circle with your arms.) So he decided to tear
down his barns and build bigger barns. 

“The farmer was so happy about all the money he would have! The farmer thought he would have so much money he would not have
to work anymore. He decided he would just eat and drink and have fun! The farmer thought he would always have enough money!
(Make a happy face.)

“But God knew the farmer’s life would end soon. God said to him, ‘You fool! You will die tonight. Then who will get all your money?’”

Jesus wanted the crowd to know why the farmer was foolish. The farmer thought ONLY about his money! He didn’t thank God for all
the good things he had. (Shake head no.) He didn’t use his money to help anyone else. (Shake head no.) 

Jesus told this story so that the people listening would all learn that knowing and loving God is more important than having lots of money.

God’s Word & Me
God wants us to remember that knowing and loving Him is the very
best thing of all! Having money is not wrong or bad, but loving and
obeying God is what makes us truly glad. In the Bible, we can read 
a verse that says “I love you with all my heart. Help me obey you.”
These words are like a prayer to God. Let’s say these words together
as our prayer. Lead children to repeat this verse as a prayer.

Lesson 9
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Never give

up praying

In a cardboard or wooden box labeled
“Adventure,” place a Bible, a resealable
bag containing grain (rice, oats orwheat), a child’s toy barn (or blocks you

can use to build a small barn) and a toy
person representing a farmer. Tie rope
or brown yarn around the box or crate. 

Adventure Box
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Bible Story Center for older children • Luke 12:16-21

Introduction
Let’s play an add-on game. The category is, “What’s in my garage?”
Each of you must remember the list and add one item of your own.
Start by saying, In my garage I have a (bike). Children name items, each
adding one item to the list. To play a second round, let the person who forgets
an item from the list begin a new list. Then say, Today’s story is about a
man whose barn—kind of like our garages—was full! Listen to
hear what Jesus said about the man.

What do you think is in our Adventure Box today? Let’s find out!
Untie box. Remove items from box and use them to demonstrate story ac-
tion as you tell the story. 

Tell the Story
Jesus was speaking to His disciples and many people had gathered to listen. But a young man was determined
to get to Jesus. He pushed his way through the crowd.

When the young man finally reached Jesus, he blurted out his problem. “Teacher, my father died recently. He left all his money and
possessions to my brother and me. But I can’t get my brother to give me my fair share. Tell him to give me half, right now!”

Jesus turned to the man. “Who appointed Me to settle a fight between you and your brother? I’m not here to settle arguments!” Now,
Jesus DID care about the young man’s problem. BUT Jesus knew more about this man than the man knew about himself. Jesus knew
that both brothers were suffering from a kind of disease—greed. Greed means always wanting more and more things, even if you
don’t NEED those things. Greed makes people who already have lots of things want MORE—even if it hurts other people to get what
they want. 

Jesus looked around at the people listening. He warned, “Watch out for greed—it comes in many forms. A person’s life is not measured
by the many things he owns.” Jesus wanted people to know that money and possessions are NOT the most important things in life! 

Then Jesus began to tell a story about a rich farmer. This is the story He told:

There was a farmer who was so successful that his fields produced many baskets of grain. He had so MUCH grain that his barn was
full—it couldn’t hold one more basket of grain! (Show bag of grain; invite children to pass it around. Begin to build a building with interlock-
ing blocks as you speak.) The farmer thought about his problem. “I know what I’ll do,” the farmer decided. “Since I’m growing such good
crops, I am going to need more space for them. I’ll tear down the barn I have now. Then I’ll build new barns that are MUCH bigger and
MUCH better!” (Tear down the building you have built and begin to build a larger one.)

The more he thought about his building project, the more excited the farmer became. He even lay in bed at night and dreamed about
all of his riches and the ways he was going to spend his money.

I’m going to take life easy from here on, the farmer thought. I’ll eat and drink all I want and just have FUN! I won’t worry about anyone or
anything!

But God said to him, “You FOOL! This very night, you are going to die! Then who will get those things you have stored away for
yourself?” (Remove building you built.)

The rich farmer had no interest in thanking God for all the good things God had given him. He didn’t think at ALL about sharing his
wealth with others who were poor or needed his help. The only thing he thought about was how to keep everything for HIMSELF!

Then Jesus said, “This is how it will be for anyone who stores up things for himself but does not grow rich toward God.” The people lis-
tening must have wondered what THAT meant! But being rich toward God isn’t all that hard to figure out. It means loving Him first
and most! 
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In a cardboard or wooden box labeled
“Adventure,” place a Bible, a resealable
bag containing grain (rice, oats orwheat) and a set of interlocking blocks.

Tie rope or brown yarn around the box
or crate. 

Adventure Box
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God’s Word & Me
Loving Him first means that we spend time getting to know Him. Then
we trust Him to take care of us! Sometimes it seems like everyone else
in the world is greedy and everyone says it is OK to be that way. Jesus’
story helps us realize that even being rich and having everything you
want does not guarantee you will be happy. Jesus wants us to think
about what is really the most important thing in our lives!

• Why do you think Jesus told the story of the rich man? (To teach people that God should be most important in their lives.)

• Invite a child to read aloud Psalm 119:10. What do you think it means to seek God with all your heart? (To spend time with
God, to listen to and think about His Word. To show we love Him more than anything.) When is a time you could plan to seek God?

• What is one thing a kid your age really wants to have? (The newest phone, game, iPod, etc.) What kinds of things do
people do to get these things? Why might getting a cool new (game) not make a kid happy?

• Think of something you really want. Did you know that you could pray about that? Let’s ask God to help us love
Him first and then invite Him to give us the things we should have. Pray with children, asking God to help them put Him
first and then trust Him to give them the good things they need. 

Lesson 9

Never give

up praying
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Game Center for younger children • Luke 12:13-21

Collect
Bible, masking tape, cardboard or wooden blocks.

Prepare
Use masking tape to make a large square on the floor at one end of an
open area in your classroom. Stack blocks at the other end of the open
area. Make one game setup for each group of up to six children. 

Do
1. Help children form teams of up to six children each. Teams line up
between the stack of blocks and the masking-tape square. 

2. On each team, the player closest to the stack of blocks picks up one
block and passes it to the next child in line. Children continue to pass
block in this manner until it reaches the end of the line. Last child in line
sets block on masking tape to begin building a barn. Repeat with addi-
tional blocks. Let children take turns being first or last in the line.

3. For additional rounds, add more challenge by having children pass
blocks between their legs, or alternate passing block between legs and
over heads. (Call out “over” and “under” to guide the passing.)

Talk About
• In our Bible story today, Jesus told about a man who de-
cided to build some barns. The man was so busy building
barns that he forgot to love and obey God! He forgot to
thank God for the good things He had. 

• What are some things we can thank God for at our church?
(Our friends. The snack we eat.) What are some things we can
thank God for at home? (Our moms and dads. Our toys. Our pets.) 

• No matter where we go we can remember God’s love for us. We can remember to show that we love God and obey
Him. Taking turns with our friends is a way to love and obey God. When can you take turns with your friends?
(While we play games. When we choose snacks.)

• Pray briefly, Dear God, thank You for loving us. We want to love and obey You. Thank You for all the good things
You give us. In Jesus’ name, amen. 

For Older Children
Do not place masking tape on floor. Children build barn in the shape of their own choosing. As blocks are added to the barn, children
say the words of Psalm 119:10 in order. 

Lesson 9
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God’s Word
“I seek you with all my heart; do notlet me stray from your commands.” 

Psalm 119:10
For Younger Children:

“I love you with all my heart. 
Help me obey you.”

God’s Word & Me
When we love God more than anything, we spend our time getting to know Him. 
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Game Center for older children • Luke 12:13-21

Collect
Bible.

Do
1. Lead children to play a game like Freeze Tag. Tell children a way 
to move (heel-to-toe, tiptoe, baby steps, hop, walk backwards, etc.).
Choose one or two children to be “It.” 

2. At your signal, “It” begins to chase other children with everyone
moving in the designated manner. When a child is tagged, he or she
must say the words of Psalm 119:10 before joining in the game again.
(Optional: Children say a phrase from the verse instead of the whole
verse.)

3. Continue playing until every child has had a turn to be “It.” For
each round, vary the way in which children move.

Talk About
• Read Psalm 119:110 aloud. How might kids your age act if they are
seeking God? (Act in ways that show their love for God and others. Show com-
passion to others.) How might kids your age spend their time? (Read
and remember verses from the Bible. Sing songs that thank and praise God.)

• What might make people forget to thank God for the good things
He gives? (They think getting money or toys are more important than follow-
ing God. They think they deserve the good things they have or the good things
that happen to them.)

• Sometimes it can be easy to forget about God when we’re not at
church. What can you do to remember how important it is to spend
time getting to know God? (Play Christian music. Plan to read the Bible
every night before bed. Pray and ask God’s help.)

• Think about one way you want to get to know God. Tell children one way you spend time getting to know God. Then lead
children in prayer, thanking God for His love and care and asking His help in loving and obeying Him. 

For Younger Children
Instead of having children be “It,” have adults be “It” and try to tag children. When tagged, children call out sentences such as “I can
listen to God’s Word” or “I can pray to God” or “I can sing to God.”
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God’s Word
“I seek you with all my heart; do notlet me stray from your commands.” 

Psalm 119:10
For Younger Children:

“I love you with all my heart. 
Help me obey you.”

God’s Word & Me
When we love God more than anything, we spend our time getting to know Him. 
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Art Center for younger children • Luke 12:13-21

Collect
Bible, Lesson 9 Pattern Page (p. 168), four craft sticks, card stock, mark-
ers, glue, 18-inch (45.5-cm) lengths of yarn; optional—scissors.

Prepare
Photocopy Lesson 9 Pattern Page onto card stock. Make a sample
frame, following directions below.

Do
1. Give each child four craft sticks. Children glue sticks together as
shown to form a frame and set aside to dry.

2. Give each child a copy of the Lesson 9 Pattern Page. Read words on
pictures to children. Each child chooses one of the pictures, colors it and
cuts it out. (Optional: For younger children, precut pictures.) 

3. Child inserts yarn at top of frame. Tie yarn to form a hanger.
Help each child glue the colored picture to the back of the frame.

Talk About
• Every day there are ways we can show that we love
God and want to obey Him. One way to obey is to lis-
ten to stories from the Bible. Who tells or reads you
Bible stories? 

• As you grow up, you will learn more and more about
God. We can pray and ask God’s help in getting to
know Him. Lead children in a brief prayer. Dear God, we
love You. We want to get to know You. Please help us 
every day. 

• The Bible says, “I love you with all my heart. Help me obey you.” Who are some people you love? (My mom. My
dad. My friends.) We can love God, too. We can get to know what He is like.

For Older Children
Instead of using the Lesson 9 Pattern Page, provide paper cut to fit the craft stick frames. Children draw pictures of themselves in ways
they plan to spend time getting to know God. 
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God’s Word
“I seek you with all my heart; do notlet me stray from your commands.” 

Psalm 119:10
For Younger Children:

“I love you with all my heart. 
Help me obey you.”

God’s Word & Me
When we love God more than anything, we spend our time getting to know Him. 

Lesson 9:Layout 1  11/2/09  3:15 PM  Page 165



Art Center for older children • Luke 12:13-21

Collect
Bible, 1½x2-inch (3.8x5-cm) pieces of colored construction paper, thin-
tip markers or pens, scissors, ½-inch (1.3-cm) magnetic tape, envelopes;
optional—metal surface such as a cookie sheet.

Prepare
Divide verse into four or five phrases. Print each phrase on a separate
piece of paper. Cut magnetic tape into 1-inch (2.5-cm) pieces. Put a
piece of tape on the back of each verse phrase. 

Do
1. Set out the magnetic phrases you prepared. Let volunteers arrange
phrases in verse order. (Optional: Arrange phrases on metal surface.)

2. Ask children to brainstorm with you slogans and messages that tell
the importance of getting to know God and ways to spend time with Him
(Get to Know God, Read the Word, Pray Always, Sing Praise, etc.). 

3. Each child chooses several phrases and prints the words on pieces of
paper. (Optional: Children may write additional words if time and supplies
permit.) Children place tape on back of their papers and, as time permits,
arrange them in order. Children take home words in envelopes and
arrange words on refrigerator or other metal surface as reminders to
spend time getting to know God.

Talk About
• What are the differences between someone who spends time getting to know God and someone who forgets
about God? (Someone who gets to know God reads the Bible and listens to other Christians talk about God. He or she knows 
getting to know God is the most important thing in life.)

• Read Psalm 119:110 aloud with children. How would you say “I seek you with all my heart” in your own words? What
would you say is the best part of getting to know God? (Helps me know that I can depend on God. I realize His love and plans
for me.)

• Who are some people that help you get to know God? How can you help others get to know God? What can you
do and say?

For Younger Children
Provide a large index card in addition to a magnetic strip for each child. Children draw and color heart shapes on card. Print “(name)
loves the Lord” on the papers. Remove adhesive backing from magnetic strip and let children attach to their papers. 
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God’s Word
“I seek you with all my heart; do notlet me stray from your commands.” 

Psalm 119:10
For Younger Children:

“I love you with all my heart. 
Help me obey you.”

God’s Word & Me
When we love God more than anything, we spend our time getting to know Him. 
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Worship Center Luke 12:13-21

Collect
Bibles, Parable Quest CD-ROM and CD player, song charts (pp. 246,
254), plastic banana.

Team Game
Play Hot Potato using a plastic banana. Children stand in a circle. Play
music from CD as children pass banana around the circle. From time
to time, stop the music. Whoever has the banana when the music
stops, acts and sounds like a monkey. Be ready to participate with 
any child who hesitates.  

Bible Verse Game
Repeat Psalm 119:110 aloud with children. Demonstrate the follow-
ing actions for the phrase “I seek you”: snap fingers for “I,” clap hands
for “seek” and high five someone for “you.” Practice words and actions
with children. Then invite a child to suggest actions for the phrase “with
all my heart” (jump in place, turn around, pat shoulders, nod head, etc.).
Continue until the entire verse has been quoted. Repeat verse and all 
motions several times. 

Song
You, or another leader, lead children in singing “Wise Up!” adding 
motions and/or clapping if desired. 

Prayer 
Tell one way in which you plan to get to know God this week. Invite children to silently think of one way in which they want to plan to
spend time getting to know God this week. Lead children in prayer, thanking God for His love for us and asking His help in keeping the
plans made. 

Song
You, or another leader, lead children in singing “Following Jesus,” adding motions and/or clapping if desired. 
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God’s Word
“I seek you with all my heart; do notlet me stray from your commands.” 

Psalm 119:10
For Younger Children:

“I love you with all my heart. 
Help me obey you.”

God’s Word & Me
When we love God more than anything, we spend our time getting to know Him. 
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Lesson 9 • Coloring/Puzzle Center
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A Heart in Shape! 
Find the letter in each shape to discover how to make your heart strong!
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What would you tell 
a younger kid about

seeking God?
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