
I can believe in

Jesus as God’s Son

and my Savior. 

Choose to Believe in Jesus
Lesson 1

Bible Story ✺ The Jailer Believes ✺ Acts 16:16-40
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Teacher’s Devotional

Imagine: You’re offered tickets for an all-expenses 
paid trip to the place you’ve always wanted to go (a
place even better than the best theme park!). You need
only to pick up the tickets. You’d choose to go immedi-
ately to get those tickets, wouldn’t you? Or would you
think, No, this is too good to be true. They couldn’t
have chosen me. I didn’t enter. I don’t qualify. What’s
the catch?  

Those of us who are now the “big winners” of the prize
of God’s grace always do well to remember what it was
like when we were first offered life’s “ultimate prize” or
when we struggled with our own unworthiness. When
we first heard of God’s forgiveness, of being with Him
forever in heaven—there might have been a voice with-
in saying, “No, thank you. I’m not worth saving. God’s
not that forgiving. It can’t possibly be true—you can’t
fool me.” And yet, God’s Spirit worked in spite of the
enemy’s lies and our fears. When we simply chose to
believe that the prize was meant for us and accepted God’s amazing grace, 
real life began! 

While the maxim, “If it sounds too good to be true, it probably is” may be sound
in a business situation, such an attitude has no place when it comes to our deal-
ings with God—for His grace IS so good and so true! It is a prize beyond com-
pare, a gift for which we need never qualify—and never could! That’s
exactly the reason that the story of Jesus is the good news. As you
teach children, be ready for opportunities to help children see that God’s
good news is real: For all who believe, life’s “ultimate prize” is available to
be received!  
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Lesson 1

Planning Page

Game Center

Art Center

Worship Center

Bible Story Center

Coloring/Puzzle Center

Choose which centers you will provide and the order in which chil-

dren will participate in them (see pp. 14-18 for schedule tips and pp. 24-

25 for guidelines in combining older and younger children). Also plan

who will lead each center (for staffing tips see pp. 19-21). Use the repro-

ducible planning sheet (p. 238) to record your plans.

Bible Story ✺ The Jailer Believes
Acts 16:16-40

Younger Child Option ✺ Move toy 
people and blocks to show story action
Older Child Option ✺ Discuss the daily 
choice “choose to believe” and receive 

a souvenir salvation booklet

Younger Child Option  ✺ Wave colored streamers, 
call out good news about Jesus and talk about

ways to show belief in Jesus
Materials ✺ Bible, colored crepe paper in 

many colors, scissors
Older Child Option ✺ Play tic-tac-toe in teams to 

collect and order verse cards, discussing why 
believing in Jesus is an important choice

Materials ✺ Bible, Lesson 1 Pattern Page (p. 56), chalk 
and outdoor surface or marker and butcher paper, 10 game

markers of two different colors (checkers, stones, etc.), stickers

Younger Child Option ✺ Make refrigerator 
magnets as reminders of Jesus 

and believing in Him
Materials ✺ Bible, plastic lids at least 3 to 4 

inches (7.5 to 10 cm) in size, permanent 
marker, scissors, adhesive magnetic strips, glue,

small scraps (paper, craft foam, felt, etc.)
Older Child Option ✺ Use puff paint to paint 

slogans about Jesus and talk 
about choosing to believe in Jesus

Materials ✺ Bible, white glue, small disposable 
containers, food coloring, plastic spoons, 

shaving cream, newspapers, paintbrushes, 
large sheets of card stock

For the Younger and Older Child ✺ Participate in large-group 
activities to review Bible verse and to worship God together

Materials ✺ Bibles, Theme Music CD and player, song 
charts (pp. 246, 249), index cards in a variety of colors, 

marker, at least two large hula hoops

Younger Child Option ✺ Review the Bible 
story while completing coloring page

Materials ✺ Lesson 1 Coloring Page (p. 57)
for each student, crayons

Older Child Option ✺ Review the Bible story and 
Bible verse while completing puzzle page 

Materials ✺ Lesson 1 Puzzle Page (p. 58) for 
each student, pencils
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Lesson 1

Bonus Theme Ideas

Post a note alerting parents to the use of food. Also, check registraton forms for possible food allergies.

In a central area, set up a display that will show each lesson’s daily
choice based on the lesson’s Bible verse. Use a photocopier to en-
large the ticket pattern on page 236. Cut out pattern and trace
around it onto brightly-colored construction paper. Cut out the 
ticket and print the daily choice (the lesson title) on it in large let-
ters. Attach tickets to bulletin board or wall. Refer to the daily
choice throughout the lesson.

Give each child a craft stick and a large marshmallow. Place flavored yogurt

in several shallow bowls. Place one or more of these edible decorating

items in separate bowls: sprinkles, sugars, flaked coconut, granola or

other candy decorations. Children insert craft sticks into marshmal-

lows, roll marshmallows in yogurt and then in decorating item(s).

Attract the attention of children, their families and your con-
gregation by making an eye-catching entrance to the room 
or building where children gather for Passport to Adventure.
Make giant block letters for Passport to Adventure from white
construction paper. Give individual letters to children, pairs of
children and/or youth helpers to decorate with markers and/or
glitter pens. Glue completed letters to a large sheet of brightly-
colored butcher paper. (Optional: Use the pattern on p. 236 to
make a large sign which children decorate.) Display at entrance.

Bonus Theme Ideas can be
used at any time during this

session: as an additional
activity center, to extend
the session for a longer

time, or for added theme
excitement. 
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Lesson 1

Bible Story Center
for younger children ✺ Acts 16:16-40

Lesson 1

Collect ✺ Bible.

Introduction ✺ Let’s pretend we’re holding microphones while we sing (song with 
which children are familiar such as “Jesus Loves Me”). Lead children in singing song. Listen to 
find out where two men sang songs. They sang even when they were hurt and in trouble. And 
listen to find out what happened after they sang!

Tell the Story ✺ One day, a man who was a jailer in Bible 
times had two new prisoners come to his jail. The names 
of these prisoners were Paul and Silas. Paul and his 
friend Silas had come to the city of Philippi to tell peo-
ple about Jesus. But some of the people in Philippi did 
not like hearing about Jesus. These men were angry! 
They took Paul and Silas to the leaders. The men told 
lies about Paul and Silas. Even though Paul and Silas had 
done nothing wrong, they were hit with sticks and put in 
jail! When Paul and Silas were put in jail, the jailer clamped 
their feet between pieces of wood with holes cut in them 
so Paul and Silas could hardly move!

Paul and Silas probably hurt all over! But they didn’t get 
angry at the jailer. They weren’t even angry at the people who 
had hurt them. They knew God cared about them. So they sang! They thanked God. Paul and Silas praised God. 
And EVERYONE in the jail listened to their songs!

Suddenly the ground began to shake, harder and harder. It was an EARTHQUAKE! The doors to the jail broke open! The jailer
came RUNNING. If the prisoners ran away, he would be in BIG trouble. But Paul called out, “Don’t worry! We are all here!” The
jailer was so amazed that Paul and Silas had not run away, that he wanted to learn about Jesus. The jailer ran to Paul and
Silas. He asked, “What must I do to be saved?” Paul and Silas said, “Believe in Jesus!” The jailer chose to believe in Jesus. He
took Paul and Silas to his house. He and his whole family listened while Paul and Silas told them the good news about Jesus.
They ALL believed in Jesus! The family took care of Paul and Silas. They ate a big meal together! In the morning, the city lead-
ers told Paul and Silas they could leave, so they walked toward a new town. They were glad they could tell more people about
Jesus!

God’s Word & Me ✺ The jailer must have been very glad that Paul and Silas had sung songs to praise God in the
jail. And even though there was a scary EARTHQUAKE, the jailer and his family were glad they had heard and believed the
good news about Jesus. 

God wants each of us to choose to believe in Jesus, too. When we choose to believe in Jesus, we are part of God’s family. 
The Bible says, “Believe that Jesus is Lord and that He is alive.” We can show we believe in Jesus when we sing songs about 
Jesus, tell Bible stories about Jesus, treat others kindly or invite friends to church to hear about Jesus. Pray, Dear God, thank 
You that we can believe in Jesus. In Jesus’ name, amen. 
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In a brightly-colored gift bag, place

three toy people (representing Paul,

Silas and the jailer) and 8 to 12 wood-

en blocks to represent the jail. At the

appropriate times during the story,

remove items from bag. Set up items

and move them to show story action.
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Lesson 1

Bible Story Center
for older children ✺ Acts 16:16-40

Lesson 1

Collect ✺ Bible. 

Introduction ✺ What’s your favorite song? Volunteers tell. In our story we’re going to hear
about two men who sang songs at a very unusual time in a jail—and what happened
to the jailer after that! Before telling the story, lead children in making
one or more sound effects that can be used as you tell the
story. For each of the following items, ask chil-
dren to brainstorm ways of making sounds of a
riot, stocks being locked, feelings of pain, jail
door closing, praise song such as “God Is So
Good,” earthquake. Practice sounds. During the
story, have children make sound effects at the
appropriate time. (Optional: Print name of sound
effect on a card. Hold up card when sound effect
should be made.)

Tell the Story ✺ One day in New Testament
times, two new prisoners were brought into the jail
that was in the city of Philippi. These prisoners had
been beaten, and the jailer took them immediately to
the innermost cell of the prison. The jailer ordered his guards to clamp their feet into stocks and lock 
them. The stocks were very painful, but the jailer knew that no one could escape from them. The jailer 
might have wondered what these prisoners had done to deserve such awful treatment!

The prisoner’s names were Paul and Silas. They were Jews who had become Christians after hearing about the 
good news of Jesus. Earlier that day, a huge crowd had gathered in the city. Two men and a young girl were in the 
center of the crowd and the girl was dressed like a slave. She was screaming and shouting that these men were servants 
of the Most High God who were showing the way of salvation! 

The slave girl was a fortune teller who had followed these men for days and days. She was controlled by a demon, an evil
spirit. This evil spirit gave her an ability to predict the future. Her owners made a lot of money by her fortune telling. Paul,
however, did not want people to think that evil spirits and telling fortunes had anything to do with God’s truth. So in the
middle of all the commotion, Paul spoke to the evil spirit that was causing the girl to shout. “In the name of Jesus Christ I
command you to come out of her!” he said. Instantly, the spirit left! She was quiet—peaceful! What a relief! 

But then her OWNERS began to shout! They were angry because their way of making money was gone. They began to
shout lies about Paul and Silas. “These men are making an uproar!” they yelled. “They’re telling us to do things that are
against Roman customs!” Soon, the crowd had dragged Paul and Silas to the authorities. With all the shouting, it looked
like a riot might begin! The rulers didn’t want any trouble. So they gave orders to BEAT Paul and Silas and throw them in
prison—even though they had done nothing wrong. 

After locking these two men into the deepest cell, the jailer left, thinking that all would be quiet for the night. But that’s
not what happened at all! Instead of cursing or complaining, Paul and Silas SANG to God! They PRAYED loudly! 
Everyone in the prison heard their joyful voices floating through the smelly air of the jail. No one had ever 
heard anything like this from PRISONERS!
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In a brightly-colored gift bag, place a chil-

dren’s salvation booklet for each child (pur-

chase from your local Christian bookstore or

order God Loves You booklets from Gospel

Light). At the end of the story, remove book-

lets and distribute to children. Read booklet

together and be ready to talk with children

about choosing to believe in Jesus (see

“Leading a Child to Christ” on p. 12).
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Lesson 1

Around midnight, the earth began to tremble—then, everything ROCKED! The jailer jumped out of bed and RAN to the
jail. He was afraid that the quake might pop open every prison door. Chains could snap. Even stocks could fly apart!
And if ANY prisoner got away, for ANY reason, the jailer would be EXECUTED. He entered the jail with his sword drawn,
ready to kill himself—if anyone was missing.

But then Paul shouted, “DON’T HURT YOURSELF! WE ARE ALL HERE!” What amazing words! The jailer dropped to his
knees! After all he had seen and heard, the jailer KNEW that these two men were different. Something caused them to
sing after being beaten and jailed; something kept them from running when they could have escaped. What WAS it
that made them care about their JAILER? 

The jailer looked up and asked, “What must I do to be saved?” The jailer probably wasn’t even sure what he meant,
but GOD knew. And Paul knew, too! He replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved—you and your
household!” (To be saved means to believe that by His death on the cross, God’s Son, Jesus, saved us from the punish-
ment we deserve for our sins.)

That was all the jailer needed to hear! He chose to BELIEVE! He took Paul and Silas home and washed their wounds.
He called his family together—after all, they were still WIDE awake after that earthquake! The jailer and his whole family
listened as Paul and Silas told about Jesus. And they ALL believed in Jesus and were baptized RIGHT THEN! What a cele-
bration! MORE songs of praise sounded through the night as the jailer and his family ate together with Paul and Silas.
They must have all thanked God for what had happened. 

When morning came, the city authorities sent word to release Paul and Silas. They had made a BIG mistake. Paul was a
Roman citizen, and no Roman citizen was EVER to be beaten without a trial! Paul and Silas were free to continue their
travels and to spread the good news of Jesus. 

God’s Word & Me ✺ On the day this story took place, the jailer made the most important choice of his life. He
chose to believe in Jesus. We can choose to believe in Jesus, too. It’s also the most important choice we’ll ever make! 

Read or ask a child to read Romans 10:9 aloud: “If you confess with your mouth, ‘Jesus is Lord,’ and believe in your
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved.” That doesn’t sound too complicated for being so impor-
tant. That’s because God loves us and wants each of us to be part of His family! (Talk with interested students about
salvation. See “Leading a Child to Christ” on page 12.)

✺ What do people need to do to become part of God’s family?

✺ What would you tell someone who wants to know why it’s important to choose to believe in Jesus? 

✺ What do you know about Jesus that makes you want to believe in Him?

✺ Let’s take time to think and pray about what we have just heard. Pray, asking 
God to help each child understand what it means to believe in Jesus and how 
to join God’s family. 
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Lesson 1

Game Center
for younger children ✺ Acts 16:16-40

I can believe in

Jesus as God’s Son

and my Savior. 

Collect ✺ Bible, colored crepe paper in many colors,
scissors. 

Prepare ✺ Cut lengths of crepe paper to make
streamers, one for each child.  

Do
1. Distribute streamers to children. Call out one color of
streamer. Children holding that color run across an open
playing area and then shout, “Jesus is alive!” All children
wave their streamers whenever they hear, “Jesus is alive!”
Children who ran return to the group before you call a
different color. 

2. Repeat game as time and interest allow, calling out
other sentences about Jesus such as “Jesus loves you” 
or “Jesus is God’s Son.” Also extend the game by having
children wave their streamers in a different way as they
run (high above their heads, low, in a zigzag pattern,
etc.). You may also have children trade colors of stream-
ers. Occasionally call out, “Rainbow!” All children run
across an open playing area and then shout, “Jesus is alive!”

Talk About 
✺ Look at all the colors we are making! We’re

having fun playing this game. We can be
glad to run and make our streamers fly. And
we can be glad that Jesus is alive.

✺ Our Bible tells us, “Believe that Jesus is Lord and that He is alive.” “Lord” is another name
for Jesus. We call Jesus “Lord” to show that we want to love and obey Him. When Jesus
lived on Earth, He died to take the punishment for our wrong actions. But God made
Jesus alive again. Jesus is living in heaven today.

✺ What are some ways we can show we believe Jesus is alive? We can be kind and share, as God’s Word tells us to do.
Pray briefly, Dear God, we are glad Jesus loves us. We are glad Jesus is alive. Thank You for sending Your Son. In
Jesus’ name, amen. 

For Older Children ✺ Display words of Romans 10:9. Divide group into teams. Teams divide in half (A and B) with
each half lining up against opposite walls for a relay. First player in team A runs to opposite wall, flying a streamer. Player
says first word of the verse while passing streamer to first player in team B and runs to the end of the line of team B. Player
with streamer runs to team A and says second word of verse while passing the streamer to the next player in team A. Play
continues until all have run and team has repeated verse together. Repeat game, removing display of verse after children
have become familiar with it.

© 2008 Gospel Light. Permission to photocopy granted to original purchaser only. Passport to Adventure
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Lesson 1

Game Center
for older children ✺ Acts 16:16-40

I can believe in

Jesus as God’s Son

and my Savior. 

© 2008 Gospel Light. Permission to photocopy granted to original purchaser only. Passport to Adventure

Collect ✺ Bible, Lesson 1 Pattern Page (p. 56), scis-
sors, chalk and outdoor surface or marker and butcher
paper, 10 game markers of two different colors (checkers,
stones, etc.), stickers.

Prepare ✺ Photocopy the Pattern Page; cut it apart to
form game cards. Draw a large tic-tac-toe grid on outdoor
concrete surface with chalk or on butcher paper with a
marker. Add a sticker to one or two game markers for each
team. This shows it is the “elimination” marker. Prepare
one game set-up for each group of up to 16 children.

Do
1. Children form two teams of 8 to 10 players each. Give
each player a game marker, making sure that one or two
players on each team have an “elimination” game marker.
Children take turns tossing game markers onto grid to
play tic-tac-toe. If a player misses or lands in an occupied
square, his or her turn is over. Remove markers that miss
or land in occupied squares. Only winning markers stay
on grid. However, the player holding the “elimination”
marker may toss it into any square to eliminate the other 
team’s marker in that square during his or her turn.

2. Give game cards to the team that gets three in a row. Team puts them in order
and reads verse aloud. Repeat game as time permits. (Optional: Children take
turns to toss game markers onto the nine squares in verse order, reading
each phrase aloud as marker is tossed.)

Talk About 
✺ Did using the “elimination” markers make this game hard to play?

Easy to play? 

✺ Do you think it is easy or hard to believe in Jesus? What do you think makes it hard for some people to believe
what the Bible says about Jesus? (Don’t know what the Bible says. Don’t believe it is true.)

✺ Read Romans 10:9. What does this verse say is the result of believing in Jesus? This is the best news in the world:
God loves each of us and sent Jesus to make it possible for us to be with Him forever in heaven! Believing in Jesus
is the most important thing we can ever choose to do. 

✺ We can ask God to help us understand what it means to believe in Jesus and to help us trust Him more every day.
Lead children in prayer, asking God’s help in trusting Him and believing in the good news of Jesus. 

For Younger Children ✺ Each child takes a turn to toss marker onto grid. When a row of three is filled, all chil-
dren shout, “Jesus is alive!” Repeat as time permits, varying the sentences children shout (“Jesus loves me” or “Jesus

is God’s Son”).
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Lesson 1

Art Center
for younger children ✺ Acts 16:16-40

I can believe in

Jesus as God’s Son

and my Savior. 

53
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Collect ✺ Bible, plastic lids at least 3 to 4 inches
(7.5 to 10 cm) in size, permanent marker, scissors,
1/2x2-inch (1.3x5-cm) adhesive magnetic strips, glue,
small scraps (paper, craft foam, felt, etc.); optional—
craft foam circles can be used instead of plastic lids.

Prepare ✺ On the inside of each lid, use a marker 
to write “Jesus” in the center of the lid. Cut magnetic 
strips to fit lids. 

Do
1. Give each child a lid. Help child attach magnet strip
to outside of lid. Demonstrate how to glue scraps
around the name “Jesus” to decorate the lid. 

2. Set finished refrigerator magnets aside to let glue
dry.  

Talk About
✺ These lids have magnets on the back. That means

we can put them on our refrigerators. People put
magnets on their refrigerators to help them remember things. 

✺ What is the name we see written on our lids? When we look at our magnets, it will help us to remember what the
Bible says about Jesus. 

✺ In the Bible it says, “Believe that Jesus is Lord and that He is alive.” “Lord” is another name for Jesus. Believing in
Jesus is the best thing we can ever choose to do! I’m glad that Jesus is God’s Son and that He is alive.

For Older Children ✺ Do not pre-letter the lids. Children use markers or glitter pens to write “JESUS” or phrases  of
the Bible verse on their lids. Invite children to glue items to the back sides so that
decorations “peek out” around the finished magnet. 
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Lesson 1

Art Center
for older children ✺ Acts 16:16-40

I can believe in

Jesus as God’s Son

and my Savior. 

Collect ✺ Bible, white glue, small disposable
containers, food coloring, plastic spoons, shaving
cream, newspapers, large paintbrushes, large sheets
of card stock, markers; optional—plastic squeeze 
bottles.

Prepare ✺ Make several colors of puff paint: put
1 tbsp. glue into each disposable container and then
add food coloring, stirring with a plastic spoon to
make the desired color. Add 2 rounded tbsp. of shav-
ing cream to the colored glue and stir thoroughly to
get a thick paint (like stiff egg whites). Cover tables
with newspaper and set out containers of paint.
(Optional: Put paint into plastic squeeze bottles.)

Do 
1. Lead children to brainstorm several slogans about
Jesus (“Jesus is Lord,” “Believe in Jesus,” “Jesus is
alive,” etc.). 

2. Distribute markers, card stock and brushes. (Optional: Set out 
materials to make more paint.) Children write slogans about Jesus 
and use brushes and puff paint to decorate around the words.  

Talk About
✺ What are some things you know about Jesus? (He is God’s Son. He died

on the cross. He is alive. He took the punishment for our sin. He loves
us.)

✺ What does our Bible verse say will happen if you say with your mouth,
“Jesus is Lord” and believe in your heart that God raised Jesus from the
dead? (You will be saved.)

✺ What are some important choices people make in life? (Where to go 
to school. What job to do. Who to marry.) What is the most important
choice anyone can ever make? Let’s take time to think about that.
Then we’ll pray together. Pray, asking God to help children believe in
Jesus and follow Him. 

For Younger Children ✺ Children use markers to draw happy
faces or stick-figure pictures of Jesus. On each child’s drawing, print “Jesus
is alive” or “Jesus loves you.”

54
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Lesson 1

Worship Center
Acts 16:16-40

I can believe in

Jesus as God’s Son

and my Savior. 

Collect ✺ Bibles, Theme Music CD and play-
er, song charts (pp. 246, 249), index cards in a
variety of colors, marker, at least two large hula
hoops.

Preparation ✺ Print the word “confess” on
index cards in a variety of colors, making several of
each color (one colored card per every five children).

Team Game ✺ Divide group into two or 
more teams. (Optional: Give each team a name 
of a theme park area—Wild West World, Story-
book Kingdom, Doubloon Lagoon or Galactic 
Zone.) Six volunteers from each team stand up 
and hold hands to form a circle. Give each team 
a hula hoop to hold as shown in sketch. At your 
signal, teams pass the hula hoop around the circle 
without letting go of each other’s hands. Members 
of each team cheer for their teams.

Bible Verse Game ✺ Repeat Romans 10:9 
aloud with children. The word “confess” in this 
verse means to say what you believe. Let’s confess 
what we believe about Jesus. Then randomly distribute 
prepared index cards to children. Children stand up 
and pass index cards to each other as you play 
“Choose Jesus.” (Optional: If space permits, chil-
dren move around the room.) After 20 seconds, 
stop the music. Then call out a color of index card. 
Children holding the named color call out “Jesus is 
Lord.” Repeat as time permits.

Song ✺ You, or another leader, lead children in singing 
“Choose Jesus,” adding motions and/or clapping if desired.

Prayer ✺ Briefly tell children about the time when you chose to accept God’s love and forgiveness and believe 
that Jesus is your Savior. I am so glad that God sent Jesus His Son to show His love for us. Lead children in prayer, 
thanking God for His love and for sending Jesus to die on the cross for our sins. 

Song ✺ You, or another leader, lead children in singing “I Believe in Ever After,” adding motions and/or clapping if
desired.  
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Lesson 1 ✺ Pattern Page

If
 y

o
u

 c
o

n
fe

ss

w
it

h
 y

o
u

r 
m

o
u

th
,

‘J
es

u
s 

is
 L

o
rd

,’

ra
is

ed
 h

im

fr
o

m
 t

h
e 

d
ea

d
,

yo
u

 w
ill

 b
e 

sa
ve

d
.”

 

R
o

m
a

n
s 

1
0

:9

a
n

d
 b

el
ie

ve

in
 y

o
u

r 
h

ea
rt

th
a

t 
G

o
d

56
© 2008 Gospel Light. Permission to photocopy granted to original purchaser only. Passport to Adventure

45-58-L01  11/2/07  1:41 PM  Page 56



Paul and Silas sing 
praise to God in jail.

Acts 16:16-40

Lesson 1 ✺ Coloring Page

When can you sing praise to 
show you believe in Jesus?
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Lesson 1 ✺ Puzzle Page

Welcome to Philippi—the whole town is rockin’! The jailer just woke up and he needs to 
get to the prison—but some roads are blocked from the earthquake! Help him choose the 
way—look for the arrows and words of the verse. (Some words are in the wrong spots!)

Which Way to Choose?

What was the jailer’s choice? What do you choose to believe about Jesus?
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