
Teacher’s Devotional
When we talk about Jesus’ story of the Good Samaritan, it is easy to
think that we would never emulate the priest or the Levite. But we can
relate to these characters, just as did Jesus’ audience, because we know
people who let other things get in the way of their opportunity to put
love into action—and those people may be us! As John points out,
love in word is not enough; love is proven through action and in truth
(trustworthiness, integrity, honesty). 

We’re all prone to think we love God or others, whether or not we prove it by action. Like the priest in Jesus’ story, we may think it’s ac-
ceptable to avoid action if we can give a spiritual-sounding reason! After all, consider the priest: He would not have been able to serve
in the Temple if he had touched a dead man. Wasn’t it more important to be ready to serve God than to save the life of a stranger? Ex-
actly Jesus’ point: Saving the life of a battered, bloody stranger IS serving God! And Jesus brings home the point by telling that only a
Samaritan (a “half-breed” outsider despised by “good Jews”) acted in love.

Your neighbor’s race, social position, difficulties or even prejudice toward you may need to be ignored. If we are to love in words and action,
we need to love every person our Father places in our path. Such practical love is not easily given, but knowing we have God’s supernatural
love will allow us to act with His strength to be a neighbor to all those we meet. God has already provided the ability (once we begin, in faith)
to work out with our hands the kind of love we profess with our mouths! He is trustworthy and faithful to do it!

Lesson 7

good Samaritan
Luke 10:25-37

God’s Word
“Let us not love with words or tonguebut with actions and in truth.” 

1 John 3:18
For Younger Children:

“Love others with actions, not just words.” 

God’s Word & Me
Showing God’s love means we do more than just talk about caring for others: we put our words into action.

Love in

action
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Planning Page
Choose which centers you will provide and the order in which children will participate in them (see pp. 14-18 for sched-
ule tips and pp. 24-25 for guidelines in combining older and younger children). Also plan who will lead each center (for
staffing tips see pp. 19-21). Use the reproducible planning sheet (p. 238) to record your plans.

Bible Story Center

Bible Story
Good Samaritan • Luke 10:25-37

Adventure Box (Younger Child)
Use props (four toy people, several lunch-size bags filled with
newspaper and taped shut to represent hills, and four or five

blocks with which to build an inn) to demonstrate story action

Adventure Box (Older Child)
Lead children to either pantomime story actions or 

participate in a melodrama (using signs with “Boo!”
“Groan” and “Yeah” written on them) as the story is told

Game Center

Younger Child Option 
Say the words of 1 John 3:18 while rolling ball on a towel or

piece of fabric and then talk about ways to show love to others

Materials

Bible, large piece of fabric or beach towel and 
small ball for each group of four to six children

Older Child Option
Collect verse cards while under a “rainforest canopy” 

and then describe actions that show love to others

Materials

Bible, Lesson 7 Pattern Page (p. 140), 
scissors, umbrella for each team

Art Center

Younger Child Option
Make and decorate houses that picture family members 

and talk about ways to show love to family members

Materials

Bible, large sheet of paper for each child, markers, 
2-inch (5-cm) construction paper circles, glue sticks

Older Child Option
Make and decorate circle collages and discuss 

ways to show love to others, even when it’s hard

Materials 

Bible, large sheets of paper, a variety of circular shapes in 
different sizes (margarine tub lid, potato chip can lid, pot lid,

jar lid, plate, cookie cutter, etc.), markers (including black)

Coloring/Puzzle Center

Younger Child Option 
Review the Bible story while completing coloring page 

Materials

Lesson 7 Coloring Page (p. 141) for each child, crayons

Older Child Option
Review 1 John 3:18 while completing puzzle page 

Materials

Lesson 7 Puzzle Page (p. 142) for each child, pencils

Worship Center

For the Younger and Older Child
Participate in large-group activities to review 

Bible verse and to worship God together

Materials

Bibles, Parable Quest CD-ROM and 
CD player, song charts (pp. 246, 252)
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Bonus Theme Ideas
Bonus Theme Ideas can be used at any time during this session: as an additional activity center, to extend the session
for a longer time, or for added theme excitement. 

Post a note alerting parents
to the use of food. Also, check

registration forms
for possible food
allergies.

Rainforest Delight

In separate containers, provide several of these kinds of foods grown in

the rainforest: sliced fruit (banana, guava, pineapple, mango or kiwi), 

coconut flakes, almonds, walnuts and pecans. (Optional: Add a few kid-

favorite fruits, too, such as apple and orange slices and grapes.) In each

container provide a serving spoon. Give each child a disposable bowl.

Child chooses foods and mixes in bowl to create his or her own rainforest

delight. (Optional: Child adds a spoonful of whipped cream or yogurt.)

Anaconda Stretch

The Anaconda is one of the largest snakes in the rainforest. Scien-

tists have even discovered an Anaconda that measured almost 40

feet (12 m)! Have children help you stretch out 40 feet (12 m) of

yarn to see just how long that really is. Stretch the yarn outside, or

back and forth across the room. Then, for extra rainforest fun, have

children lie down next to the yarn. They can count, or estimate, how

many children it would take to reach 40 feet (12 m).

Word Power

On a large sheet of butcher paper, write the word

“rainforest.” Attach the paper to a wall or put it

on a table. Place several markers near the paper.

Children work together to see how many words

they can think of using the letters in the word

“rainforest.” Children write words on the paper. 
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Bible Story Center for younger children • Luke 10:25-37

Introduction
Welcome your rainforest explorers by saying, Let’s play a guessing game.
I’ll describe an animal in the rainforest. When you think you know
what it is, make the sound that animal makes! I’m thinking of a
rainforest animal that is (big) and (spotted) and it likes to (hide 
in trees). Children make a growling sound for a jaguar. Good growling!
You all sound like jaguars! Continue with several other animals (frog,
parrot, toucan, butterfly, monkey, etc.). Then say, What do you think is
in our Adventure Box today? Let’s find out! Untie box. Remove items
from box and use them to demonstrate story action as you tell the story.
Also pantomime suggested actions.

Tell the Story
(On low table or floor, set out stuffed lunch-size bags to represent hills.)

One day, a man asked Jesus, “Who is my neighbor?” Here is the story Jesus told:

A man was on a long trip. (Move toy people to demonstrate story action.) He didn’t take an airplane, or a train, or a car; he didn’t even
take a horse. He walked. In those days, almost everyone walked everywhere! 

As the man was walking along, robbers jumped out from behind some rocks. They took his money. They even took his clothes. The
robbers beat him up, too! Then they left him there, hurt and all alone! He needed HELP! (Hold head as if hurt.)

Soon, the hurt man heard footsteps. (Hold hand to ear.) The man hoped that this person would help him! But he didn’t. He just looked
the other way and kept right on walking. (Hold shoulder as if hurt.) Ohhh—his SHOULDER hurt. Who would help him?

Then the hurt man heard MORE footsteps! (Hold hand to ear.) Step, step, step––someone ELSE was coming down the road. Surely this
man would stop and help! But he didn’t. He just kept on walking. (Hold knee as if hurt.) Ohhh—his KNEE hurt! Who would help him?

Then he heard the clipping, clopping sound of an animal’s hooves. This man was a Samaritan. He was called a Samaritan because he
came from a place called Samaria. The Samaritan saw the hurt man, just like the others did. But he STOPPED. He got off his donkey
and HELPED him! 

The Samaritan opened his bag. He gave the hurt man a drink of water. Then he took out oil and cleaned the hurt man’s cuts. He band-
aged all those hurt places. Then the Samaritan lifted the hurt man up on his donkey and took the hurt man to an inn. (That’s a place
like a motel.) (Use blocks to build a building representing an inn.)

All night long, the Samaritan took care of the hurt man. He even paid money so that the hurt man could stay a long time and get
WELL! (Pay out money.)

Jesus’ story was finished. He asked, “Who was a neighbor to the hurt man?” The man answered, “The Samaritan—the one who
showed kindness to him.” Jesus answered, “That’s right! Go and show kindness! You can BE a neighbor to people who need your help.”

God’s Word & Me
God loves each one of us very much. And He wants us to be kind and show His
love to others. That’s a way we can show them God loves them, too! The Bible
says, “Love others with actions, not just words.” When we help others, we are
being their neighbors! Pray, Dear Jesus, thank You for loving us. Please help us
to be good neighbors and show Your love to other people. Amen. 
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Love in

action

In a cardboard or wooden box labeled
“Adventure,” place a Bible, four toypeople, several lunch-size bags filledwith newspaper and taped shut to represent hills, and four or five blocks

with which to build an inn. Tie rope or
brown yarn around the box or crate.

Adventure Box
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Bible Story Center for older children • Luke 10:25-37

Introduction
Introduce the story by leading children to play a game of “Matching Actions.”

To play the game say, I’m going to say one action but do another. I
want you to do what I say and not what I do. Give an instruction like
“Pat your head” while doing another action such as clapping. Continue for a
minute or two with other instructions and actions. Then say, It’s hard to
hear and do the action I say when I don’t do that action, isn’t it?
Today we’re going to find out why Jesus said that showing love
is more than saying words—we need to do the actions that
match our words, too!

What do you think is in our Adventure Box today? Let’s find
out! Untie box. Remove items from box. Hold up signs as indicated 
during the story and lead children to respond dramatically. 

Tell the Story
One day a lawyer was talking with Jesus. This lawyer wanted to ask Jesus the most difficult question he could think of. He asked Jesus,
“What must I do to inherit eternal life?” 

Jesus surprised the lawyer by asking a question of His own! He asked, “What does the Law say?” So the lawyer answered, “Love the
Lord your God with all your heart, soul, mind and strength—and love your neighbor as yourself!” 

“Good answer!” said Jesus. “If you love God and your neighbor with all you’ve got, you’ll live forever!” 

But this man wanted to know even more. He may have been looking for a way out of obeying Jesus command about loving others. So
he asked, “Well, then, who IS my neighbor?” 

And Jesus answered by telling a story. (Invite four volunteers to play the hurt man, the priest, the Levite and the Samaritan, pantomiming
actions as you tell the story.) 

Once there was a man who traveled alone on the deserted road from Jerusalem to Jericho. Suddenly, a group of robbers charged into
his path! (Boo!) They took everything he had—even his clothes! They beat him up badly and left him half-dead by the side of the road! 

The man tried to get up, but he couldn’t. He was hurt too badly! In deep despair, the man closed his eyes, thinking he was going to die
right there in that deserted place. (Groan.)

Soon a priest came walking down the road. Maybe he could help the hurt man. (Yeah!) He was probably on his way to Jerusalem to
serve in the Temple. As he hurried down the road, he saw the man. The priest could see that the man was breathing but he was barely
alive! The priest may have thought, If he dies while I’m touching him, then I can’t enter the Temple until after sunset. THAT would be a disas-
ter! I DO have my responsibilities to think of! So the priest quickly made up his mind and moved to the other side of the road. He hurried
away toward his important job at the Temple—more important to him than helping a hurt man! (Boo!)

In a little while, another man came down the road. This man was a Levite. He was also going to take his turn working at the Temple,
perhaps as a worship leader or a teacher. And as he walked, he saw the beaten man lying by the side of the road. He walked a little
closer to inspect the crime scene. How awful! This man was barely alive! He was bleeding! Maybe this man could help the hurt man.
(Yeah!) The Levite looked—but he didn’t stop. Maybe he was afraid of being robbed. Maybe he was late for work. But whatever reason
he had, he decided it was more important than helping a bleeding, battered stranger. He hurried on down the road. (Boo!)

By now, the hurt man must have been feeling hopeless! The very best kinds of people—priests and Levites—had left him to die in the
dust. (Groan.) Who would possibly help him now? 
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In a cardboard or wooden box labeled
“Adventure,” place a Bible, three papers
lettered “Groan,” “Boo!” and “Yeah” to
make signs for a melodrama. Tie rope
or brown yarn around the box or crate. 

Adventure Box
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But then he heard the hooves of a donkey. A third man was coming down the road. This man was a Samaritan—a person the Jews
didn’t like very much. Normally, this beaten-up traveler wouldn’t even have spoken to a Samaritan!

But the Samaritan wasn’t calculating whether or not the man might LIKE him. He wasn’t thinking about what other things he had to
do or whether or not he would get robbed. No, he saw a hurt, beaten, man who needed help—and he STOPPED and DID something
about it! (Yeah!)

The Samaritan got off his donkey and gave the man water to drink, poured a little oil on the wounds and then wrapped them with
bandages. The hurt man couldn’t walk, so the Samaritan put the beaten man onto his own donkey to carry him to an inn—a place
where they could spend the night safely, like a hotel. The Samaritan stayed by the bed of the injured man all night, taking care of him.
In fact, the Samaritan paid the innkeeper to take care of the hurt man until he was strong enough to travel again! 

Jesus finished His story. He asked the lawyer, “Now, which of these men acted like a neighbor to the man who was robbed and beaten?” 

“The one who showed kindness, of course!” answered the lawyer. “Then go and do the same!” Jesus said. 

God’s Word & Me
It’s easy to be kind to people we like. But Jesus told this story to show that God
wants us to love like He loves—in action, not just in words. It’s not enough to
talk about caring for others; we have to put our words into action! The lawyer’s
question, “WHO is my neighbor?” wasn’t as important as asking, “How can I
BE a neighbor?” Anyone who needs our help is our neighbor!

• Invite a child to read 1 John 3:18 aloud. Then invite volunteers to quote John 3:16. What did God do to show us love? (He sent
Jesus to die for us so we can join His family.) That’s a LOT of love! If God loves us this much, how much love do you think
we should show—even to people we don’t like?

• Who is a person it might be hard to show love or kindness to? (Bully. Little brother or sister. Cranky neighbor.) Think of
one action you could do to show love to that person. 

• When it’s hard to show love or care, when we don’t feel like it, what can we do? (Ask God. He will make us able to show
His love.) Invite children to pray silently and then pray aloud with them, asking God to help them care for others and show His love
even when it’s not an easy thing to do. 
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action
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Game Center for younger children • Luke 10:25-37

Collect
Bible, large piece of fabric or beach towel and small ball for each group
of four to six children.

Do
1. Children form groups of up to six children and hold edges of fabric 
or towel. Place ball on fabric or towel. 

2. As you slowly say the words of 1 John 3:18, children roll the ball
across fabric or towel while trying to keep the ball from rolling off. 

3. To challenge children, ask them to gently bounce the ball on the
fabric or towel.

Talk About
• The Bible says, “Love others with actions, not
just words.” God wants us to show His love to
others all the time, even when we’re playing a
game. How can we show love when we are
playing this game today? 

• Nathan, you are showing love to your friends
by lifting the towel gently. What are some
other ways you show love to your friends?
How do you show love to a friend when you
are playing at your friend’s house? (Help clean
up. Take turns playing a game.)

• Daniela, who is someone you live with? How
can you show love to your mom? In what ways
might she need help?

• Thank you for showing love during our game
today. Pray briefly, Dear God, thank You for the
friends who are here today. Please help us re-
member to show love to each other. In Jesus’
name, amen. 

For Older Children
After children form groups, they try to bounce the ball from one group to the next as the words of the verse are being said. 
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God’s Word
“Let us not love with words or tonguebut with actions and in truth.” 

1 John 3:18
For Younger Children:

“Love others with actions, not just words.” 

God’s Word & Me
Showing God’s love means we do more than just talk about caring for others: we put our words into action.
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Game Center for older children • Luke 10:25-37

Collect
Bible, Lesson 7 Pattern Page (p. 140), scissors, umbrella for each team. 

Prepare
Photocopy Lesson 7 Pattern Page and cut apart to make a set of verse
cards for each team. 

Do
1. Place each team’s set of verse cards at one end of an open room. Set
a closed umbrella by each set of cards.

2. Children line up in teams of up to eight players across the room
from the cards. Explain to children that in the rainforest the branches
and leaves of tall trees form a canopy or covering over the animals
that live in the rainforest. Today in our game we are going to
use umbrellas as our rainforest canopy. 

3. To collect their team’s verse cards, players take turns running across the
room, opening the umbrella, picking up a card, closing the umbrella and then
running back to their teams. Teams put verse cards in order. Read verse aloud
with all children. 

Talk About
• How many actions can you think of that would show love and
kindness to a friend at school? To someone you live with? As children
tell actions, encourage them to be specific in describing the actions. These are
all good ways to do what 1 John 3:18 talks about—show love for
others in actions, not just words. Read verse aloud. 

• When do you think it might be hardest to show love in action? What advice would you give to a friend who finds
it hard to show love and care to others? (Remember times people have cared for you. Pray and ask God’s help. Think of how
your actions can affect others.)

• What are some of the reasons it’s good to do what this verse says—not just talk about caring for others, but
doing it? (Others see that following Jesus really makes a difference in how a person acts. Helps people get along. Others show care
back to you.)

• Think of someone who shows love to you and God for that person. Now think of someone you need help in show-
ing love to. Ask God’s help. Pause to allow time for children to pray, and then close the prayer time, thanking God for His love for
us and asking His help in passing it on. 

For Younger Children
Number the back of the cards in verse order. Open the umbrellas and place the cards under the umbrella. Children take turns walking
up to the umbrella, getting a card and bringing it back to their teams. Be available to help children place cards in number order and
then turn them over. Read words aloud to children.
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God’s Word
“Let us not love with words or tonguebut with actions and in truth.” 

1 John 3:18
For Younger Children:

“Love others with actions, not just words.” 

God’s Word & Me
Showing God’s love means we do more than just talk about caring for others: we put our words into action.
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Art Center for younger children • Luke 10:25-37

Collect
Bible, large sheet of paper for each child, markers, 2-inch (5-cm) 
construction paper circles, glue sticks. 

Prepare
Draw a simple house outline and four windows (at least 2 inches [5
cm] in size on the house. Prepare a house outline for each child. 

Do
1. Give each child several paper circles. Child draws his or her face and
faces of household members on the circles. 

2. Give each child a house outline. Child glues faces in the windows
and colors house. Children may add trees, flowers, etc. to their house
pictures. 

Talk About
• Every day we can be kind and loving to the people we
live with. Who lives in your house? What can you do to
show love to your (mom)? What can you do?

• The Bible says, “Love others with actions, not just
words.” Actions are the things we do. One thing we 
can do at home is help the people we live with. What
can you do to help at home? 

• Who loves you and helps you? We’re glad when peo-
ple love and help us. Lead children in prayer, thanking God
for people who love them and asking His help in loving others. 

For Older Children
Fold large sheets of paper in half to make cards. Children draw pictures of their houses on front of the cards, including windows for the
people they live with. Demonstrate to children how to use a scissors to cut out the windows. Keeping cards closed, children draw faces in
windows. Children open cards and write names of people pictured and ways they can act to show love to them.
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God’s Word
“Let us not love with words or tonguebut with actions and in truth.” 

1 John 3:18
For Younger Children:

“Love others with actions, not just words.” 

God’s Word & Me
Showing God’s love means we do more than just talk about caring for others: we put our words into action.
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Art Center for older children • Luke 10:25-37

Collect
Bible, large sheets of paper, a variety of circular shapes in different sizes
(margarine tub lid, potato chip can lid, pot lid, jar lid, plate, cookie cutter,
etc.), markers (including black).

Do
1. Children trace around a variety of circular shapes to cover paper
with at least nine overlapping circles. 

2. Children fill in each circle and section with a different repeating pat-
tern (dots, squares, flowers, squiggles, etc.). Encourage children to use
a variety of patterns and colors. 

3. Printing large, thick letters, children write one letter from the phrase
“act in love” in each of nine consecutive sections. 

Talk About
• Read 1 John 3:18 aloud. What do you think is the hardest thing
about doing what this verse says? (When someone has been mean
to you. When you don’t know the person very well. When you are tired of
being kind to the person.)

• How can we know good ways to show that we care for oth-
ers? (Ask the person how you can help. Read God’s Word and know His
commands. Follow the examples of others.) 

• What makes it hard for kids sometimes to actually treat oth-
ers in kind ways, instead of just talking about showing kind-
ness? (Someone makes them angry. They forget to ask God for help to
act in good ways. They feel like it’s someone else’s turn to be kind.)

• What might help you continue to show love and care for others, even when you don’t feel like it? (Pray to God and
ask His help. Remember how God and others cared for you.) Lead children in prayer, asking God’s help to act in loving ways instead of
only talking about showing love.

For Younger Children
Children make at least four circles on their papers. After coloring circles, print (or let children print) one letter from the word “love” in
each circle. 
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God’s Word
“Let us not love with words or tonguebut with actions and in truth.” 

1 John 3:18
For Younger Children:

“Love others with actions, not just words.” 

God’s Word & Me
Showing God’s love means we do more than just talk about caring for others: we put our words into action.
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Worship Center Luke 10:25-37

Collect
Bibles, Parable Quest CD-ROM and CD player, song charts (pp. 246, 252).

Team Game
Explain to children that there are lots of monkeys in the rainforest and
that monkeys like to copy each other. Then lead children to play a
game like Simon Says, but call it “Monkey See, Monkey Do.” Begin the
game by doing an action such as clapping hands. Children imitate
your action. Periodically change to a new action (patting knees, wav-
ing, stomping feet, etc.). Children only do the new action when you call
out “Monkey See, Monkey Do.” When children make a mistake in the
game, let them keep playing. 

Bible Verse Game
Repeat 1 John 3:18 aloud with children. Children stand in a
line. Assign a word of the verse to each child in order. Children
walk around. At your signal, children quickly form a rainfor-
est vine by placing themselves in verse order with a hand on
the shoulder of the person ahead. Children say verse words in
order, and then repeat all together. Repeat as time permits,
assigning children different verse words or challenging them
to see if they can form the vine faster. 

Song
You, or another leader, lead children in singing “Love Never
Fails,” adding motions and/or clapping if desired. 

Prayer 
Who is someone you know who shows their love and care by their actions—not just their words? As children re-
spond, tell your answer, too. Lead children in prayer, thanking God for the people they mentioned. End prayer by thanking God for 
His love and asking His help in showing love to others.  

Song
You, or another leader, lead children in singing “Following Jesus,” adding motions and/or clapping if desired. 
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God’s Word
“Let us not love with words or tonguebut with actions and in truth.” 

1 John 3:18
For Younger Children:

“Love others with actions, not just words.” 

God’s Word & Me
Showing God’s love means we do more than just talk about caring for others: we put our words into action.
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Who can you show love to? What can you do?

Coloring/Puzzle Center • Lesson 7
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Jesus tells about a good Samaritan.
Luke 10:25-37
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A Coordinated Message!
Use the letters and numbers (called coordinates) to fill in the blanks below. 

Lesson 7 • Coloring/Puzzle Center
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1  2  3  4  5  6  7  8  9  1 0
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What’s a way
you can do this?

G-8,
F-4,
D-6!

B-3  F-4       C-9  D-2    I-1   E-2

H-9  B-4  D-7  C-2

B-7  G-9  A-2    I-5

E-1   I-8   E-10     C-3  F-4   E-9  E-6

D-6  F-4   F-2  E-8  A-10        H-6  C-2  B-7  F-4

C-1   E-4  H-9  D-5  F-4  C-2 

___  ___         ___  ___  ___  ___

___  ___  ___  ___

___  ___  ___  ___ —

___  ___  ___       ___  ___  ___  ___

___  ___  ___  ___  ___          ___  ___  ___  ___

___  ___  ___  ___  ___  ___ !
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