
Choose to Pray for Others
Lesson 8

Bible Story ✺ Mordecai’s Prayers ✺ Esther
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Teacher’s Devotional
In Matthew 7, Jesus said that we are to ask, to seek and to
knock. He said that we would receive, that we would find
and that a door would be opened. Jesus’ words remind us
that as we pray, we are changed. Prayer’s purpose has a lot 
to do with opening us up to God’s plans and aligning our
hearts with God’s answers. Christ tells us to have faith like
a mustard seed (see Matthew 17:20), for the key to effec-
tive prayer is not how much faith we have but in whom
we have faith! 

Once we understand these things, we realize that praying
for others can be a great adventure! When we intercede
for others, we willingly make ourselves part of what God 
is doing in those lives. We invite God to change a situation
as He sees fit—knowing that the answer might involve us.
We may even pray without words, groaning inwardly in a
way that only God’s Holy Spirit understands (see Romans
8:26). And yet, God uses what He has put into us, and with-
in His great plan, miracles happen! As Paul put it, “For from
Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be
the glory forever!” (Romans 11:36). God loves to make a way where there is no way; He does the impossible when there
is no hope. And often, He does these things through hearts that are willing to intercede and prepared to obey
Him—because prayer changes us! 
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Lesson 8

Planning Page

Choose which centers you will provide and the order in which

children will participate in them (see pp. 14-18 for schedule tips and

pp. 24-25 for guidelines in combining older and younger children).

Also plan who will lead each center (for staffing tips see pp. 19-21).

Use the reproducible planning sheet (p. 238) to record your plans.

Bible Story Center
Bible Story ✺ Mordecai’s Prayers • Esther
Younger Child Option ✺ Show toy crowns 

and jewels to demonstrate story action
Older Child Option ✺ Talk about choosing 
to pray for others and receive one or more 

souvenir glow-in-the-dark stars to take 
home and display in bedrooms as 
reminders of praying for others

Art Center
Younger Child Option ✺ Make prayer 

picture wheels, drawing pictures 
of people to pray for

Materials ✺ Bible, two paper plates for each 
child, ruler, markers, scissors, paper fasteners

Older Child Option ✺ Make mini prayer 
journals and write or draw prayer 

requests to pray about 
Materials ✺ Bible, paper, 

scissors, markers, pens

Game Center
Younger Child Option ✺ Crawl through a Tunnel of Fun 

to collect pictures of people to pray for
Materials ✺ Bible, Lesson 8 Pattern Page (p. 154), one or 

more fabric tunnel tubes or large cardboard boxes,
marker, construction paper, masking tape, heavy scissors

Older Child Option ✺ Bounce a ball using sheet or
towel while repeating words of Ephesians 6:18

and tell people for whom to pray
Materials ✺ Bible, two large bed sheets or beach 

towels, lightweight playground ball

Worship Center
For the Younger and Older Child ✺ Participate in large-group 
activities to review Bible verse and to worship God together

Materials ✺ Bibles, Theme Music CD and player,
song charts (pp. 247, 250), several small soft balls

Coloring/Puzzle Center
Younger Child Option ✺ Review the Bible 

verse while completing coloring page 
Materials ✺ Lesson 8 Coloring Page (p. 155) for each student, crayons

Older Child Option ✺ Discover the words of an important 
choice while completing puzzle page 

Materials ✺ Lesson 8 Puzzle Page 
(p. 156) for each student, pencils
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Lesson 8

Bonus Theme Ideas

Post a note alerting parents to the use of food. Also, check registraton forms for possible food allergies.

© 2008 Gospel Light. Permission to photocopy granted to original purchaser only. Passport to Adventure

GETTING TO KNOW YOU

Divide group into teams with no more than eight players. Give each
team a bag with a variety of decorating items (roll of toilet paper, alu-
minum foil, tape, ribbon, construction paper in a variety of colors,
straws, cardboard tubes, etc.). One player on each team volunteers to
be dressed up as a theme-park mascot. Give team at least five minutes
to decorate their team’s volunteer as a theme-park mascot (animal or
person). Each team also names its mascot. When time is up, each team
announces the name of its mascot. (Optional: Give an award to each
mascot—silliest, most creative, wackiest, most colorful, etc.)

CREATE YOUR OWN CAROUSEL

Give each child a clear plastic cup and spoon. Set out applesauce and

crushed cinnamon graham crackers in shallow containers. Children layer

applesauce and crackers in cup until cup is full and then enjoy eating their

applesauce sundaes. (Optional: Children fill cups with applesauce and use

separated graham crackers as dipping sticks to eat the applesauce.)

SIDEWALK CHALK ART

On a large sheet of paper titled “Daily Choice” letter each of the lesson
titles. Then write instant messages for each of the titles. For example,
Lesson 1 is titled “Choose to Believe in Jesus.” The instant message
would be “CHUS 2 BELEV N JC.” Photocopy the paper and cut apart to
make at least one instant message paper for each child. As children
arrive, give each one an instant message. Child looks at Daily Choice
paper to discover his or her instant message. (Optional: To make the
activity more challenging, do not display the lesson titles until children
have discovered the instant message.) Throughout the rest of the ses-
sion, ask children to tell their instant messages to each other.

Bonus Theme Ideas can be
used at any time during
this session: as an addi-
tional activity center, to
extend the session for a

longer time, or for added
theme excitement. 

145

143-156-L08  11/2/07  4:05 PM  Page 145



Lesson 1

Bible Story Center
for younger children � Esther

Lesson 8

Collect ✺ Bible.

Introduction ✺ Hold up two fingers if you can tell the names of two people in your family:
mom, dad, brother, sister, cousin. Children respond. We’re glad for the people in our families. Listen
to the Bible story today to hear about how a man helped his cousin do something very important.

Tell the Story ✺ Mordecai lived long ago in Bible times. He was one of the king’s
helpers in a country called Persia. Persia was a very great country. It was far from
Israel where God’s people, the Jews, lived. Mordecai’s family was
brought from Israel. Mordecai loved and obeyed God. 

But one day, something sad happened in Mordecai’s fam-
ily. He had a young cousin named Esther. Her parents
died. Who would take care of Esther? Mordecai! He raised
Esther, cared for her and helped her, just like her own father
would have done. Esther grew up to be a beautiful young
woman.

One day, the king, whose named was Xerxes (ZUHRK-sees),
decided to find a queen. After many months, he chose Esther to
be his new queen! Mordecai spent time near the palace every
day to make sure that Esther was all right. 

Now, King Xerxes had a helper named Haman. Haman HATED
Mordecai—so much that he wanted to kill him! But since Mordecai
was a Jew, Haman decided he wanted to kill ALL of the Jews. Haman tricked the king into making a law to kill all the Jews. But Haman
did not know that Queen Esther was a Jew, too! 

Mordecai heard about this awful plan. He wanted Queen Esther to talk to the king to try to save their lives. But Queen Esther was afraid.
She knew that if a person came to see the king without being invited, he or she could be killed—even the queen! Mordecai sent Queen
Esther a message. It said, “God will take care of us. Don’t you think that God has made you queen for just this reason—to save our
lives?” 

Queen Esther sent a message back: “I will go to the king; but ask everyone to pray for me!” For three days, Mordecai and all the other
Jews prayed for Queen Esther. They did not eat anything. Then Esther got dressed up and went to the king’s throne room. 

When Queen Esther walked through the door, she did not know what the king would do. But when King Xerxes saw her, he held out his
scepter! He was glad to see her! Queen Esther asked the king and Haman to come to a special meal. 

During dinner, Queen Esther told the king that someone was going to KILL all of her people! She asked the king to please save her life
and the lives of all her people. The king got ANGRY. He asked, “Who would DO such a thing?” She pointed at Haman. “The man who
wants to do this is HAMAN!” King Xerxes had Haman taken away! Then the king wrote a new law to protect the Jews. Mordecai and
Queen Esther and all of God’s people were VERY happy—God answered their prayers. He made Queen Esther brave. And God saved His
people!

God’s Word & Me ✺ Mordecai prayed! And he prayed for others besides himself. That’s what we can do, too. We can
choose to pray for the things that others need. The Bible says, “Keep on praying for others.” When we pray for others, we

can ask God to help them and take care of them. Pray, Dear God, thank You for listening to us when we pray. Thank
You for answering our prayers. Please help us to remember to pray for others. In Jesus’ name, amen. 
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In a brightly-colored gift bag, place one

or more toy crowns and/or jewels. (Op-

tional: Make or purchase a paper crown

for each child to wear.) During the story

when you talk about Esther being cho-

sen as the queen, remove items from

bag and show to children.
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Lesson 1

Bible Story Center
for older children � Esther

Lesson 8

Collect ✺ Bible, royal props (fancy chair to represent throne, several toy crowns, ring, item to 
represent scepter, paper rolled up and tied to represent a scroll with law written on it). 

Introduction ✺ When might a kid your age be afraid to talk to someone? Volunteers tell.
Listen to find out what happened when a queen was afraid to talk to someone. As
you tell the story, use the props to illustrate story action. 

Tell the Story ✺ Mordecai was a Jew 
and a palace official in Susa, the capital of Medo-
Persia. This was the country that was once called
Babylon. Although some Jews had returned to Israel
before the time of our story, many Jews still lived in
Medo-Persia. Mordecai’s young cousin, Esther, lived
with him. She was an orphan and Mordecai raised her
and cared for her after her parents had died. But all of
that was about to change! 

King Xerxes wanted a new wife. He sent servants to bring
beautiful young women to his palace so he could choose a
new queen! Esther was chosen to go, but Mordecai knew
many Persians didn’t like Jews. So he told Esther, “Tell no
one that you are a Jew so you’ll stay safe.” 

When Esther appeared before the king, he chose HER to be his queen! Now she had beautiful clothes, a sparkling crown and ser-
vants all around; BUT she couldn’t leave the palace! And Mordecai was not allowed to visit. So each day, Mordecai walked near the
palace gates to get news of his cousin. Now Haman, the king’s chief official, often passed by there. When he did, everyone bowed,
except Mordecai! Mordecai explained to Haman that he was a Jew (Jews bowed only before God). But THIS made Haman angry—so
angry that he wrote a law: On a certain day, ALL Jews would be KILLED! 

Because the king trusted Haman, he signed the order, and let Haman seal the law with the king’s own signet ring! Right away, Haman
sent out messengers to announce the new law. “On the thirteenth day of the month of Adar, all Jews are to be killed,” the law ordered.
And because the law had the king’s seal on it, it meant the law could not be changed. It was the unchangeable law of the Medes and
Persians!

When Mordecai heard about this law, he tore his clothes. Mordecai cried and threw ashes over himself, which was what people did
in those times to grieve for a dead person. Soon Esther sent a servant to find out what had happened. Mordecai told the servant
this message for Esther: “All the Jews are to be killed. YOU must stand up for us before the king. Plead for our lives!” 

Esther sent back this message: “You know anyone who comes to the king without being asked can be killed. Unless he holds out his
scepter to me, I’ll be killed, too. And it’s been nearly a month since he asked for me.”

Mordecai realized that Esther was afraid. But he knew how important it was for her to talk to the king! Mordecai sent her another
message: “Who knows but that you became queen just for this reason?!” 

Esther sent Mordecai her decision: “Pray for three days and do not eat or drink—my servants and I, you and every Jew you can get
word to. Then I will go to the king. And if I die, I die.” 

So for three days, Mordecai and other Jews prayed and fasted (went without eating). And after three days, Esther put on her 
most beautiful robes. She walked to the throne room door and waited. Would the king greet her and hold out his scepter?
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In a brightly-colored gift bag, place at

least one glow-in-the dark star (available

at toy or craft stores) for each child. At

the end of the story, remove stars and

distribute to children. Explain to children

that they may take home the stars and

attach them near their beds as reminders

of choosing to pray for others.
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Lesson 8
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When the king looked up and saw Esther, he DID hold out his scepter, inviting her come near. “What is it you want, Queen Esther?”
the king asked. “I will give you ANYTHING, up to half of my kingdom.” Esther simply invited the king and Haman to dine with her.
The king knew Esther really had something important to ask him, so after the banquet, he again asked her what she wanted. Esther
replied, “If your Majesty would be so kind, please come again tomorrow with Haman. Then I will tell you what I want.”

Haman was THRILLED to be asked to another banquet! But he still couldn’t forget how much he hated Mordecai! So he ordered 
his servants to build a gallows on which to hang Mordecai! But before Haman could ask the king if he could hang Mordecai on it, 
he went with the king to Esther’s second banquet. As they ate, the king said, “Now, Esther, tell me what you want.” 

Esther said, “O king, I ask that you would spare my life—and spare my people!” She explained that all her people were going to be
killed.

“Who dares to threaten your life?” the king demanded. 

“It is this evil man, Haman!” Esther replied. A servant added, “Haman just had a gallows built so that he could hang Esther’s cousin
Mordecai on it!”

“Hang HAMAN on it instead!” roared the king.

Esther then told the king about all about Mordecai and Haman. King Xerxes gladly gave Haman’s job to Mordecai! BUT there was
still a problem: The UNCHANGEABLE law still said that all the Jews had to be killed! So, since the king could not change the law, he
made a NEW law. This law said that on execution day, Jews could get together and defend themselves. That made people MUCH less
eager to attack the Jews. In fact, they were terrified! 

So the Jews were saved! Queen Esther and Mordecai made a decree that there should be a celebration every year to remember the
way God saved His people! 

God’s Word & Me ✺ Mordecai prayed for Esther and God gave her courage to save the lives of her people. Read or ask a
child to read Ephesians 6:18. This verse says that we are to be alert and aware of other’s needs and to pray for them. Praying for
others is one way to encourage them to love and obey God.

✺ What situations might a kid your age worry about and want others to pray about? 

✺ Do you think it’s hard or easy for kids to ask others to pray for them? Why? 

✺ When we pray, we know that God hears our prayers and will answer in ways that are best. Who is someone you can
pray for right now? Allow time for children to pray silently, and then end the prayer time by asking God to help
them notice the needs of those around them so that they learn to pray for and with others. (Optional: If appropriate
in your situation, help children form pairs or trios and give time for children to tell prayer requests and pray for each
other.)
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Lesson 8

Game Center
for younger children ✺ Esther
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Collect ✺ Bible, Lesson 8 Pattern Page (p. 154), one or
more fabric tunnel tubes or large cardboard boxes, scissors,
markers, construction paper, masking tape; optional—dark-
colored fabric sheet.

Prepare ✺ Photocopy the Pattern Page for each group 
of six children and cut it apart. Set up tunnel or boxes for 
each group. If using large cardboard boxes, cut flaps off 
ends of boxes to make a tunnel large enough for children 
to crawl through. Add a sign to the front of the tunnel (see 
sketch). Scatter pictures from Pattern Page throughout the 
tunnel. (Optional: Draw decorations on sides of cardboard 
boxes. If no cardboard boxes or tunnels are available, 
drape a dark-colored fabric sheet over tables or chairs.)

Do
1. Children crawl through the tunnel one at a time. Each child
picks up only one picture in the tunnel so every child may
find one. 

2. After each child has crawled through, invite each child to
show picture and name a person to pray for who fits that
category. 

Talk About
✺ We’re having fun crawling through the tunnel. I see

you helping each other by taking only one picture
each. Thank you!

✺ What are other ways we help people? Praying for
them is a very important way to help others. 

✺ The Bible tells us, “Keep on praying for others.” Leeza,
what picture did you get? What (friend) could you
pray for? When you pray for your friend (Kobe), you
are helping him! 

✺ Let’s look at our pictures and think about the people
we named. Pray briefly, Dear God, thank You for lis-
tening to us when we pray. We are glad we can ask
You to help others. In Jesus’ name, amen. 

For Older Children ✺ Write each word of Ephesians 6:18 on a separate index card. Children crawl through the tunnel,
picking up one card, then working together to see how quickly they can put words in verse order. 
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Lesson 8

Game Center
for older children � Esther
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Collect ✺ Bible, two large bed sheets or beach towels,
lightweight playground ball.

Do
1. Children stand evenly spaced around the edges of one sheet 
or towel and then pick it up. Toss the ball into the center of the
sheet or towel.

2. Children work together to bounce the ball once as they say
the words of Ephesians 6:18 in order. 

3. To increase the challenge, form two groups. Give each
group a sheet or towel. Children bounce the ball from group 
to group. All children say the words of the verse as the ball 
is bounced. 

Talk About
✺ What makes this game easy or hard to do? Why?

(It’s hard to tell where the ball will go. We have to
work together.)

✺ We have to help each other keep the ball moving 
in the right direction. Read Ephesians 6:18. What is
another really important way the Bible says we can
help each other? (Pray for each other.)

✺ Tell us about a time someone prayed for you or a
person you know. What happened? 

✺ Think of a person you can choose to pray for
this week. It might be someone in your family, a
friend or even someone you’ve read about in the
news. Let’s choose to pray right now. Lead chil-
dren in prayer, allowing time for them to pray and
then ending the prayer time by asking God to help
children remember to pray for the people they
chose this week. 

For Younger Children ✺ Children take turns
rolling ball to each other. Child with the ball names some-
thing for which to thank God or names a person for
whom to pray. 

150

143-156-L08  11/2/07  4:05 PM  Page 150



Lesson 8

Art Center
for younger children � Esther
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Collect ✺ Bible, two paper plates for each child,
ruler, markers, scissors, paper fasteners; optional—glue,
magazine pictures of people of different ages.  

Prepare ✺ For each child, draw lines and cut paper
plates as shown in sketch a. Use a paper fastener to pierce 
a hole through centers of plates so that children can easily
insert paper fasteners. 

Do
1. Child creates a prayer picture wheel. Give each child pre-
pared plates. On plate with drawn thirds, child draws three
faces of people for whom he or she wants to pray. (Older
children may draw stick-figure people.) Child may wish to
dictate person’s name for you to write. (Optional: Child
glues magazine pictures to plate instead of drawing.)

2. Help each child lay cut-out paper plate over plate with
drawings and then put paper fastener through the center
so that the cutout area shows one picture at a time (see
sketch b). 

3. Child decorates top plate as desired. 

Talk About
✺ Kasey, I see that you are drawing a pic-

ture of your mom. You can pray for your
mom. You can ask God to help her and
take care of her. Who is someone else
you can pray for? 

✺ The Bible says, “Keep on praying for oth-
ers.” Daniel, who are the people on your
prayer picture wheel you can pray for?

✺ Let’s take our prayer picture wheels home to help us remember people to pray for this week. You can turn your
wheel so that you see a new picture every day and pray for that person. Pray briefly, Thank You, God, for helping 
us remember to pray for people we love. In Jesus’ name, amen. 

For Older Children ✺ Invite older children to use markers and rulers to make prayer wheel plates with six sections.
Children may draw pictures of people, or write specific prayer requests in each of the six sections. 
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Lesson 8

Art Center
for older children ✺ Esther
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Collect ✺ Bible, paper, scissors, markers, pens. 

Prepare ✺ Make a sample of the book, following
directions below. 

Do
1. Explain to children that today they will be making mini
prayer journals. Brainstorm titles for the journals (Prayer
Partners, ASK, Friends in Need, etc.). Give each child a sheet
of paper. Tell children how to fold papers to make books,
demonstrating the instructions. 

2. Each child folds a sheet of paper in half (see sketch a).
Keeping paper folded, child folds paper in half the other
way (see sketch b). Keeping paper folded, child then folds in
half again (see sketch c). Unfolding paper twice, (it will look
like sketch b), child cuts halfway across paper as shown in
sketch d. Opening paper all the way, child folds lengthwise
and pushes opening together (sketch e) to fold into book,
pressing down folds as needed. (Note: To simplify the activ-
ity, children simply fold several papers in half and staple
together to make a journal.)

3. Children title and decorate journal covers as desired,
then trade journals with each other so that others can
write prayer requests on inside pages. 

Talk About
✺ We’re making these mini-prayer journals to

help us remember to pray for each other, like
the Bible says to do. 

✺ Read Ephesians 6:18. Why do you think this verse
says to be alert? (So that we remember how im-
portant prayer is. Because we need to be ready
to pray for people before they ask.)

✺ What are some reasons kids your age might
need someone to pray for them? Kids younger than you? Grown-ups?

✺ Take a minute to look through your book. Let’s ask God to help us use these books this week so we remember to
pray for each other. Pray, asking God’s help to remember to pray for each other.

For Younger Children ✺ Pre-fold and cut booklets for children. Children complete step shown in sketch e themselves
and draw pictures of people for whom they wish to pray. 

a.

e.

d.

c.

b.
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Lesson 8

Worship Center
Esther
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Collect ✺ Bibles, Theme Music CD and player,
song charts (pp. 247, 250), several small soft balls.

Team Game ✺ Ask all children to stand up. Let’s
play a game to find out what we have in common with
our friends. Find someone who likes the same kind of
pizza as you do, stand next to each other and wave your
hands in the air. Children find partners and raise hands. 
Be available to help as needed. (It’s OK to form trios or
even small groups.) Repeat activity with characteristics
such as “goes to the same school as you do,” “is in the
same grade as you are,” “likes the same sport as you do,”
“likes to play the same video game,” “likes the same fla-
vor of ice cream,” etc. 

Bible Verse Game ✺ Repeat Ephesians 6:18
aloud with children. Have children form two lines facing
each other. (For a large group, divide group into two teams.
Each team chooses eight volunteers to play the game.)
As you call out “Be alert,” toss or roll a small soft ball to
any player. Player catches the ball, calls out “Be alert”
and tosses or rolls the ball to any other player. After 10
to 12 seconds, add another ball or two. (If ball is dropped, child quickly retrieves it and
begins play again.) Play continues as time permits. End the game by repeating the words of the verse together again. 
(Variation: Instead of forming two lines, children form four lines and stand in the shape of a large square.)

Song ✺ You, or another leader, lead children in singing “Call Upon Me,” adding motions and/or clapping if desired. 

Prayer ✺ Invite children to tell prayer requests for friends and family members. Print requests on large sheet of paper. Lead
children in prayer, mentioning the requests. (Optional: Ask for volunteers who will pray for each item on the list during the week.
Write each volunteer’s name by the appropriate request.)

Song ✺ You, or another leader, lead children in singing “The Ride of Your Life,” adding motions and/or clapping if desired.
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Lesson 8 ✺ Puzzle Page
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