
Choose to Learn About Jesus
Lesson 13

Bible Story ✺ Cornelius Hears About Jesus ✺ Acts 10
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Teacher’s Devotional
Parents have sometimes complained that their active tod-
dlers are so curious and quick that they have a hard time
keeping up with them! Hard as it may be to keep up with an
active, curious child, it is even more difficult to watch a child
of toddler age lie quietly and stare vacantly due to develop-
mental problems. When a child does not develop, a par-
ent’s heart grows heavy!  

In the physical realm, a child has little ability to affect his
or her development. But in the spiritual, God’s “family
genes” promise unlimited growth potential for us—we 
can become spiritual “giants” if we want! But we can also
remain spiritual toddlers if we don’t take in the food and
do what promotes our spiritual growth and development!
Like a picky eater, if we only fiddle with the “meat and
potatoes” of God’s Word but don’t get it into us, we grow
more and more slowly. Our Father has provided all we need
for robust spiritual growth—but only by taking it in and
putting it to work, do we grow! 

If our Father were going to comment on our spiritual
growth and development, would He say that we are so active, curious and eager to learn about Him that we’re
practically running more mature believers ragged? Choosing to teach children is one of the wise ways to learn
more and more about our Father. As you prepare to teach, invite Him to teach you first! As you study God’s
Word and “get it into you,” you will find that you can “put it to work” as you teach the children in your class
with a new freshness and understanding—because you have learned not from a brief summary but you have
learned for yourself who He is and what His great plans are for you! 
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Lesson 13

Planning Page
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Choose which centers you will provide and the order in which

children will participate in them (see pp. 14-18 for schedule tips and

pp. 24-25 for guidelines in combining older and younger children).

Also plan who will lead each center (for staffing tips see pp. 19-21).

Use the reproducible planning sheet (p. 238) to record your plans.

Bible Story Center
Bible Story ✺ Cornelius Hears 

About Jesus—Acts 10
Younger Child Option ✺ Show a 

picture of Jesus to illustrate story.
Older Child Option ✺ Talk about choosing to learn

about Jesus and receive a souvenir that displays the
name of Jesus as a reminder of this choice

Game Center
Younger Child Option ✺ Play a game like Hot Potato, 

passing a Bible and talking about pictures showing things 
to learn about Jesus and ways to learn them

Materials ✺ Bible, Theme Music CD and player, 
Lesson 13 Pattern Page (p. 224), scissors, six margarine 
tubs or similar containers with lids, crayons or markers

Older Child Option ✺ Play a game like Marco Polo, pretending 
to be Peter or Cornelius and telling things learned about 

Jesus and describe ways to keep learning about Him
Materials ✺ Bible

Art Center
Younger Child Option ✺ Add prints 
(finger, hand or feet) to a mural as 

reminders to learn about Jesus
Materials ✺ Bible, butcher paper, marker, 

newspapers, stamp pads in a variety of 
colors or tempera paints poured over

sponges in shallow containers
Older Child Option ✺ Create pictures and 

chenille wire items to keep in Memory 
Capsules about things they have learned about

Jesus and talk about ways to grow in
their knowledge of Jesus

Materials ✺ Bible, paper in a variety of 
colors, scissors, tape, markers, glue sticks,

chenille wire, potato chip can with lid or paper
towel tube for each child, tape

Worship Center
For the Younger and Older Child ✺ Participate in large-group 
activities to review Bible verse and to worship God together

Materials ✺ Bibles, Theme Music CD and player, 
song charts (pp. 246, 247), ice cubes

Coloring/Puzzle Center
Younger Child Option ✺ Review the Bible story 

while completing coloring page 
Materials ✺ Lesson 13 Coloring Page (p. 225) 

for each student, crayons
Older Child Option ✺ Review ways of choosing to learn 

about Jesus while completing puzzle page
Materials ✺ Lesson 13 Puzzle Page (p. 226) 

for each student, pencils
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Lesson 13

Bonus Theme Ideas

Post a note alerting parents to the use of food. Also, check registraton forms for possible food allergies.

© 2008 Gospel Light. Permission to photocopy granted to original purchaser only. Passport to Adventure

FAMILY PHOTO DAY

Create lasting memories at Family Photo Day! Send flyers home
ahead of time, inviting family to bring their cameras and smiles for
the last session of Passport to Adventure! Set up a place to take
each family’s photo. Use the following suggestions to create a fun
photo: (1) Paint or draw on a length of butcher paper a large roller
coaster (see pattern on p. 236). Families pose in front of the roller
coaster. (2) Have someone wear a costume (animal or theme-park
character such as a pirate, space man, prince or princess) and pose
with the family. 

PUDDING SNOW CONES

Make any flavor of instant pudding following package directions.

Each child puts two or three large spoonfuls of pudding into a

flat-bottom ice cream cone. Child tops “snow cone” with whipped

topping and candy sprinkles. Serve with a plastic spoon.

PASSPORT TO ADVENTURE AWARDS

Use a certificate (see p. 229) to create a Passport to Adven-
ture souvenir award for each child who attended Passport to
Adventure. (Optional: To each award, attach an inflated bal-
loon in which you have inserted a slip of paperon which is
printed one of the daily choices [see lesson titles]. Also cre-
ate thank-you awards for leaders and helpers.) Present the
awards to children as part of a large-group gathering. Show
video or display pictures of children participating in the
activities of Passport to Adventure.

Bonus Theme Ideas can be
used at any time during
this session: as an addi-
tional activity center, to
extend the session for a

longer time, or for added
theme excitement. 
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Lesson 1

Bible Story Center
for younger children � Acts 10
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Lesson 13

Collect ✺ Bible.

Introduction ✺ Raise your hand if you have ever gotten a letter or card in the mail.
Volunteers respond. When we receive a letter or card, we can read the message written in it. 
Sometimes the message says “Happy Birthday” or “Thank you.” Listen to our Bible story today 
to find out how one man received a very special message.

Tell the Story ✺ Cornelius was a man who lived in Bible times. He was 
a soldier. Cornelius had heard about God and he loved God. But 
Cornelius did not know anything about the good news of Jesus! 

One day while Cornelius was praying, God sent an ANGEL 
to him! Cornelius was VERY surprised! But the angel had 
an important message. “Send for a man named Peter,” the 
angel said. “Peter is in the town of Joppa.” Cornelius was so 
excited by these words that he probably finished praying 
right away! Then Cornelius called for three of his most trusted 
helpers. Cornelius told them what the angel said and asked 
them to go to Joppa and find this man named Peter. Cornelius 
thought, Peter MUST have something very IMPORTANT to tell me!

Just before Cornelius’s three helpers got to Peter’s house, Peter 
was up on the flat roof of a house, praying. God showed Peter a 
strange thing. Peter saw something like a big sheet coming down from the sky. In this sheet were frogs, lizards, pigs and horses—all 
kinds of animals Peter would NEVER eat.

God said to Peter, “Peter, you can eat any of these animals.” But Peter grew up knowing it was not OK to eat these kinds of animals. But
God showed this dream to Peter two more times! Peter was thinking about what God was telling him just about the time Cornelius’s
helpers came to the gate of the house! 

When Peter went downstairs, Cornelius’ helpers were waiting at the gate. They were Gentiles. (A Gentile is anyone who is not a Jew.)
Peter also grew up knowing it was not OK for Jews to be with Gentiles. Then suddenly, Peter understood what he had seen! Like the ani-
mals he thought were not OK to eat, here were people he thought were not OK to be with. But now Peter understood. God wanted all
the people He made, both Jews and Gentiles, to be a part of His family!

Peter went with Cornelius’s helpers. When they got to Cornelius’s house, he called his family and friends together. Cornelius wanted
them all to hear what Peter had to say! Peter said to them, “I now know that God loves every person. He has sent me to tell you the
good news about Jesus.” THAT was the message God wanted Cornelius and his family and friends to hear! They were glad to hear that
God had sent His Son to be the Savior. They believed what Peter told and they all became a part of God’s family. Peter stayed with
Cornelius for several days so that he could learn more. Cornelius wanted to know all he could about the good news of Jesus! 

God’s Word & Me ✺ Cornelius wanted to know more about God. God loved him and sent Peter to him so that Cornelius could
learn about Jesus, too. God wants us to learn more about Jesus, too. The Bible says, “As you grow, get to know who Jesus is.” Jesus
loves you. Jesus is God’s Son. And as you grow, you’ll be able to learn more and more about what a good friend Jesus can be and the
ways He can help you. Pray, Dear God, please help us to keep on learning about Jesus. We love You! In Jesus’ name, amen. 
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In a brightly-colored gift bag,

place a picture of Jesus. During

the story when you tell about

Peter sharing the good news of

Jesus with Cornelius, remove the

picture from the bag and display

it nearby.
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Lesson 1

Bible Story Center
for older children � Acts 10

L
E

S
S

O
N

 T
H

IR
T

E
E

N

L
E

S
S

O
N

 T
H

IR
T

E
E

N

Lesson 13

Collect ✺ Bible, bed sheet, several of these animals (stuffed or pictures from the Internet): 
rabbit, bear, lion, tiger, camel, owl, pig, crocodile, snake, raven, eagle, lobster, crab, octopus, 
stork, gecko.

Prepare ✺ Place stuffed animals or pictures on bed sheet and tie it closed.

Introduction ✺ What is one thing you know about 
Jesus? How did you learn that? Volunteers tell.
Listen to find out how a man learned about Jesus 
who did not know anything about Him! During the 
story, when telling about Peter’s dream, open the 
bed sheet and show animals or pictures to children. 
Explain to children that in Old Testament times God 
gave rules to His people about what foods they could 
eat. God gave these rules because He knew what was 
best for the people to eat. 

Tell the Story ✺ There was a man in New 
Testament times named Cornelius. He was a Roman 
army commander—someone the Jews normally wouldn’t 
like at all. But Cornelius was different. Somewhere in his 
travels, Cornelius had learned about the one, true God. And 
he loved God! He tried to do what pleased God. One day while Cornelius was praying, God sent an angel to him. “Cornelius,” the 
angel said, “God hears your prayers. Send for a man named Peter in the city of Joppa.”

Well, Cornelius sent three men to Joppa so that they could invite Peter to visit. BUT little did Cornelius know that if Peter had seen
these Gentiles right THEN, he would NOT have talked to them! 

These three men arrived in Joppa the next day. Just before they knocked on the door where Peter was staying, he was up on the flat
roof of the house. Lunch was about to be served, and Peter was praying while he waited. While Peter was praying, God showed him
a STRANGE thing: Peter saw what looked like a big sheet coming down from heaven, holding all KINDS of animals in it—from frogs
and lizards to pigs and camels!

God said, “Peter, you can eat any of these animals for your lunch!” Well, Peter had grown up as a Jew. And Jews NEVER eat these
kinds of meat. So Peter said to God, “Certainly NOT! Nothing unclean has EVER been in MY mouth.” 

God said, “Don’t call anything unclean that I have made CLEAN!” 

Peter didn’t understand what God meant by these words! But God showed him this same strange picture TWO more times! While
Peter was thinking about what he’d seen, God said, “Three men are coming to the house. Go with them!” 

Peter went downstairs and sure enough, three men were at the gate! And they were Gentiles. Just like with the animals Jews don’t
eat, Jews don’t hang around with Gentiles. But God had said to go WITH them! Suddenly Peter figured out what the strange picture
meant: ALL kinds of people can be part of God’s family. So the Gentiles ate lunch with Peter and they stayed in his house—both
things Peter would NEVER have done  before! The next day, they all set out for Cornelius’s house. 

Meanwhile, Cornelius had probably been waiting and waiting for Peter to come. He must have wondered just what Peter was 
going to say and do. So when Peter and the men got to Cornelius’s house, Cornelius was ready! In fact, the place was full of 
people! Cornelius had called together all his friends and family to hear what Peter had to say! 

© 2008 Gospel Light. Permission to photocopy granted to original purchaser only. Passport to Adventure

In a brightly-colored gift bag, place an

item for each child that displays the

name of Jesus (wristband, bookmark,

sticker, door hanger, pencil, etc.) At

the end of the story, give an item to

each child. Child takes home item as 

a reminder to choose to learn about

Jesus. 
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Lesson 13
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Peter looked around at these people and he saw that they were all Gentiles! What would Peter do? He said, “I know now that God
loves EVERY person. He has sent me to tell you the good news about Jesus.”

These people were THRILLED to hear about Jesus. They believed the good news and became part of God’s family! And right then
and there, God’s Spirit came to them JUST like He had come to Peter—and the other Jews who were followers of Jesus. Cornelius
wanted to know about God. He wanted to please God. And God answered his prayers by first proving to Peter that He loves EVERY-
ONE the same and then by sending Peter to Cornelius!

God’s Word & Me ✺ Cornelius did what he could to show how much he loved God. And God helped Cornelius come to
know about Jesus. That knowledge changed the life of Cornelius! Sometimes you might think that only grownups really need to
spend time learning about Jesus. But God loves people of any age and nationality—and no matter how young or old we are we can
show our love for God and learn more and more about Jesus and how He wants us to live. Read or ask a child to read 2 Peter 3:18.

✺ Who are people that have already taught you about Jesus? 

✺ What are some ways you and your friends can learn about Jesus and how He wants them to live? Which of these
ways are you already doing? What can you start doing? 

✺ This week, what can you do to remind yourself to learn about Jesus? Tell children what you are planning to do this
week to learn about Jesus and how He wants you to live. Then pray with children, asking God to help them see ways
to grow in Him.  
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Lesson 13

Game Center
for younger children ✺ Acts 10
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Collect ✺ Bible, Theme Music CD and player, Lesson 13
Pattern Page (p. 224), scissors, six margarine tubs or similar
containers with lids, crayons or markers.

Prepare ✺ Photocopy one Pattern Page for the game
and also one for each child. Cut apart one page and place each
picture in a separate lidded container. 

Do
1. Children sit in a circle to play a game like Hot Potato. Set
containers in the center of the circle. 

2. While music plays, children pass Bible around the circle
using two hands. When music stops, child holding Bible takes
a container from the center, shows the picture inside and
then tells about the picture. Play until all pictures have been
revealed. Play again as time and interest allow. 

3. Give each child a Pattern Page to take home and color to
help children tell ways they are learning about Jesus. 

Talk About 
✺ Jefferson, what do you know about Jesus? 

Did you know that Jesus loved you when 
you were a baby? You are growing and
learning about Jesus! 

✺ Our Bible tells us, “As you grow, get to
know who Jesus is.” How do we learn
about Jesus here in our class? Who are
some people who tell you stories about
Jesus?

✺ Let’s thank God for people who teach us
about Jesus. When I pause, say the name
of a person who teaches you about Jesus.
Pray briefly, Dear God, we are glad to
learn about Jesus. Thank You for people
who teach us, like (children insert names). In Jesus’ name, amen. 

For Older Children ✺ After you put a picture into each tub, do not put lids on tubs. Children toss coins into tubs. When a
coin lands in a tub, child tells about that picture. 
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Lesson 13

Game Center
for older children ✺ Acts 10
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Collect ✺ Bible; optional—blindfold.

Prepare ✺ Clear an open area in your classroom.

Do
1. Children play a game like Marco Polo. In the Bible story today, 
a man named Peter told a man named Cornelius about Jesus. 
One child is designated as Peter. Peter closes eyes. (Optional: 
Peter wears a blindfold.)

2. Children move around the room until you signal them to 
stay in one place. Peter calls out, “Cornelius!” Others answer, 
“Here I am!” 

3. Peter moves to find a child whose voice he heard, touching 
child’s arm, guessing who child is and then telling one thing 
he or she has learned about Jesus. Child who was found be-
comes Peter for next round. Continue as time and interest 
permit.

Talk About
✺ What is the first thing you remember knowing about 

Jesus? What are some things you’ve learned since 
then? Who has helped you learn about Jesus?

✺ Read 2 Peter 3:18. This verse says we’re supposed 
to do more than grow taller. What do you think it 
means to grow in the grace and knowledge of 
Jesus? (Think and act more like Jesus.) 

✺ Why might some kids your age not be able to learn 
about Jesus and how He wants them to live? What 
do kids need to do to learn about Jesus?

✺ Let’s take a moment to think about the things 
we’ve learned and ask God to help us to believe and 
to do the things we already know. Lead children in 
prayer, asking God to help them live out what they 
already understand and to keep learning what it 
means to follow Jesus. 

For Younger Children ✺ Young children may play this game with eyes open. 
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Lesson 13

Art Center
for younger children ✺ Acts 10
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Collect ✺ Bible, butcher paper, marker, newspapers, 
stamp pads in a variety of colors or tempera paints poured 
over sponges in shallow containers; optional—small stick-
ers instead of stamp pads.

Prepare ✺ Use a marker to write “JESUS” in large, open 
letters across butcher paper. Cover floor with newspaper and 
set paper on top of newspapers. 

Do
1. Explain to children that they are going to work together 
to make a mural that will remind them about Jesus. Help
children decide if they want to fill in the open letters with 
prints, or decorate the paper around the letters. 

2. To make mural, children press stamp pads or paint pads 
with fingers or hands and then leave their prints on butch-
er paper. (Optional: Children fill in letters and/or decorate 
paper with stickers.)

3. Children dictate phrases to that tell what they know 
about Jesus. Write their phrases and names on the mural. 
Display completed mural on classroom wall. 

Talk About
✺ Anthony, what is something you know how to do now that you couldn’t do when you were a baby? That’s right! Babies can’t 

walk and jump. When you were a baby, you didn’t know about Jesus. But now you’ve learned that Jesus loves you. Jesus is 
God’s Son.

✺ As you grow older, you can keep learning about Jesus and how He wants you to live. The Bible tells us, “As you grow, get to 
know who Jesus is.” When do you hear stories about Jesus? 

✺ Let’s thank God for the things we already know about Jesus—and the things we will learn! Pray briefly, Dear God, we are glad 
to grow and learn about Jesus. Thank You that Jesus loves us. In Jesus’ name, amen.

For Older Children ✺ Help children think of slogans that will remind them to keep learning about Jesus (“Every day, 
Jesus is the way.” “Take time for Jesus!”) Children write slogans on mural and then decorate the mural with fingerprints. 
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Lesson 13

Art Center
for older children ✺ Acts 10
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Collect ✺ Bible, paper in a variety of colors, scissors,
tape, markers, glue sticks, chenille wire, potato chip can
with lid or paper towel tube for each child, tape.  

Prepare ✺ Cut paper to fit around outside of each can
or paper towel tube. 

Do
1. Explain to children that today they will be making Memory
Capsules about Jesus. Children use materials provided to
draw something they know about Jesus or to make some-
thing from chenille wire that reminds them of something
they know about Jesus.

2. Children place what they have made inside container,
covering open ends with tape if needed. Children tape
paper around containers and decorate as desired, writing
their names and today’s date.

3. Keep Memory Capsules at church, returning them to
children in approximately six months. Children open cap-
sules to review what they have learned about Jesus. (Op-
tional: Children take capsules home but do not open until
six months have passed.)

Talk About
✺ What shapes can you make from chenille wire to

remind you of something you’ve learned about Jesus?
What might you draw? 

✺ What would you say is the most important reason for
people to learn about Jesus? (Jesus can help us every
day. Jesus forgives our sins.)

✺ Read 2 Peter 3:18. Is it hard to grow taller? Why? It just happens!  But when we grow in grace as this verse tells us,
it means we have to think about how we grow spiritually. What is something you can plan to do this week that will
help you to grow in grace and become more like Jesus? Pray, asking God to help children remember these plans and
do them so that they grow in grace and knowledge.

For Younger Children ✺ Each child draws a picture of him- or herself. Print “Jesus loves (Micah)” on each paper. Glue
all papers to a large butcher paper to make a mural. Talk with children about how they’ve learned about Jesus’ love and ways they
can keep learning about Jesus. 

213-226-L13  11/2/07  5:00 PM  Page 222



Lesson 13

Worship Center
Acts 10
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Collect ✺ Bibles, Theme Music CD and player,
song charts (pp. 246, 247), ice cubes

Team Game ✺ Ask children to sit or stand in
three or four circles to play a game similar to Hot Po-
tato. As you play “The Ride of Your Life,” children pass 
ice cube around the circle. Periodically stop the music to
see who has the ice cube. Children holding ice cubes move
to a new circle. For a large group or just for more fun, add
several ice cubes to each circle. If time permits, play until
ice cubes have melted! 

Bible Verse Game ✺ Have children stand in a
bent-over position with their knees bent and head tucked
near their knees. When you call out, “Go,” each child
slowly begins to “grow” by lifting his or her head and
stretching out his or her body. After two or three sec-
onds, call out “Stop.” All children stop growing by freez-
ing in place. Continue process until each child is standing
upright with hands, fingers and legs spread apart. Lead
all children in repeating the words of 2 Peter 3:18 aloud. 

Song ✺ You, or another leader, lead children in singing
“The Ride of Your Life,” adding motions and/or clapping if desired. 

Prayer  ✺ One of the ways we can show that we have chosen to grow in learning about Jesus and how He wants us to live is
by praying. Lead children in prayer, asking God’s help in learning about Jesus.

Song ✺ You, or another leader, lead children in singing “Choose Jesus,” adding motions and/or clapping if desired.
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When can you hear about Jesus?

Cornelius hears about Jesus. 
Acts 10
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____  ____       ____  ____  ____ 

  

 ____  ____  ____  ____ .  

   

1. Whenever I 
don’t know what to 
do, I can ksa oGd

for help!

Unscramble each climber’s words below. 
Then use the circled letters—in order!—to 
complete the phrase in the cloud with the 
same number!

2. To keep on 
moving upwards, 
I eard sodG dowr 

every day! 

3. I listen to 
good teachers 

vernweeh I can!

And here’s a tip: 
To grow in Christ, 

choose friends who 
are growing too! 

Which of these 
ways will you 

choose to use—so 
you grow?

 ____  ____  ____ 

____  ____ 

  

 ____  ____  ____  ____ .  

   

 ____  ____  ____ 

____  ____  ____  ____  ____ 

  

 ____  ____  

   

1

2

3

1. 2.
3.

y uo

sI

r w
tg

t

onk

o

suj s
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