
Maundy Thursday 
  

GATHERING 
  
Welcome 
  
Prelude       Beneath the Cross of Jesus 
    
Call to Worship 
We gather in homes scattered across throughout our community and beyond in remembrance of that 
Thursday evening when Jesus gathered in an upper room with his friends to share a meal. 
We join this evening also as friends of Jesus  
to share that same meal with him and one another.  
He told his friends that he was giving them a new commandment,  
that they should love one another, just as he loved them.  
We hear his same words addressed to us this evening.  
Yet one of his friends left the table to betray him, others fell asleep,  
and another, three times in a row, would deny even knowing him. 
Surely we can learn from them. Surely we can know his love,  
show his love, and live in his love.  
Let us then join in prayer, seeking God’s help and guidance: 
Holy God, source of all love, we hear Jesus’ proclamation of his love for us and his call that 
we be his friends, as we love one another. Write this new commandment on our hearts;  give 
us the will to serve others as Jesus was the servant of all. Wash us from the stain of sin, so 
that, in hours of danger, we may not fail, but follow Jesus through every trial, and praise him 
always as Lord and Christ, to whom be glory now and forever. Amen.  
  
Hymn   What Wondrous Love is This 
 
1.What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul! 
What wondrous love is this, O my soul! 
What wondrous love is this, 
That caused the Lord of bliss, 
To bear the heavy cross, 
For my soul, for my soul, 
To bear the cross for my soul. 
 
2. To God and to the Lamb, I will sing, I will sing! 
To God and to the Lamb, I will sing, I will sing! 
To God and to the Lamb, Who is the great "I AM, " 

While millions join the theme, I will sing, I will sing! 
While millions join the theme, I will sing. 
 
3. And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, I'll sing 
on! 
And when from death I'm free, I'll sing on, 
And when from death I'm free, I'll sing and joyful be, 
And thro' eternity, I'll sing on, I'll sing on, 
And thro' eternity, I'll sing on. 

 

 
Prayer of Confession 
Lord Jesus Christ, how well you know our hearts. In our  time of silence, we ask that you will 
hear our sighs too deep for words and our silent prayers naming our brokenness and 
separation, as well as our hopes for your forgiveness and strength and courage to fill us. Hear 
us now, we pray… 
  (moment for silent confession) 
  
Assurance of Forgiveness                                                     
Brothers and sisters in Christ, the Jesus we remember tonight is the Savior of the world! He has 
proclaimed his love for us and called us his friends. Surely we know it is true: In Christ we are forgiven.  
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow! 



  
Hymn — Gloria Patri  
  

 THE WORD & SACRAMENT 
  
Prayer for Illumination 
O Lord our God, your Word is a lamp to our feet and a light to our path. Give us grace to 
receive your truth in faith and love, that we may be obedient to your will and live always  for 
your glory; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.  
  
Scripture Readings 
The Passover with the Disciples— Matthew 26:17-25 
17 On the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Where do you want us 
to make the preparations for you to eat the Passover?” 18 He said, “Go into the city to a certain man, 
and say to him, ‘The Teacher says, My time is near; I will keep the Passover at your house with my 
disciples.’” 19 So the disciples did as Jesus had directed them, and they prepared the Passover meal. 

20 When it was evening, he took his place with the twelve;[a] 21 and while they were eating, he said, 
“Truly I tell you, one of you will betray me.” 22 And they became greatly distressed and began to say to 
him one after another, “Surely not I, Lord?” 23 He answered, “The one who has dipped his hand into 
the bowl with me will betray me. 24 The Son of Man goes as it is written of him, but woe to that one by 
whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It would have been better for that one not to have been 
born.” 25 Judas, who betrayed him, said, “Surely not I, Rabbi?” He replied, “You have said so.” 

 
The Institution of the Lord’s Supper — Matthew 26:26-30 
26 While they were eating, Jesus took a loaf of bread, and after blessing it he broke it, 

gave it to the disciples, and said, “Take, eat; this is my body.” 27 Then he took a cup, 

and after giving thanks he gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 28 for this is 

my blood of the covenant, which is poured out for many for the forgiveness of sins. 29 I 
tell you, I will never again drink of this fruit of the vine until that day when I drink it new 

with you in my Father’s kingdom.” 

30 When they had sung the hymn, they went out to the Mount of Olives. 

  
Celebrating the Sacrament of Communion 
 Invitation to the Table 
 Great Thanksgiving & the Lord’s Prayer 
 Breaking of the Bread & Sharing of the Cup 
 Communion 
  
 Music During Communion  
  

LIVING OUR FAITH 
  
Out of the Darkness, Toward the Light 
  
Song — Gethsemane 
  
Silence and Darkness 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+26%3A17-25&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-24072a

